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Mr. VANDERPOEL withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. STANLY moved to strike out the item “for 
compensation to the Solicitor of the Treasury, three 
thousand five handred dollars,” 


Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to strike a thousand 
dollars from the appropriation for clerks in the 
office of the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury, and as 
a reason for it stated that he had, that morning, 
been informed that there was a vacancy in one of 
the clerkships of the office of the Fifth Auditor, 
(Mr. Pleasanton;) that tbe proposed appropriation, 
which he wanted to reduce, covered the salary of 
this clerk, ($1,000;) that he unders‘ood Mr. Plea- 
sonton declined to fillup the vacancy till after the 
fourth ef March. Now, he, Mr. V. thought if he 
could dispense with the services of this clerk during 
the session of Congress, when the business of all 
the Departments was more preésing, he could get 
along withont such clerk after the fourth of March. 
For that reason, he moved to strike out $1,000 
from the proposed appropriation. 


Here Mes:rs. STANLY, GRAVES, PROFFIT, 
and others severally attacked Mr. VanpDERPOEL 
for so suddenly becoming a reformer. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL said, when he made his 
proposition to reduce the appropriation for the 
Fifth Auditor of $1,000, he surely did not intend to 
disturb the equanimity of the gentleman on the 
other side, nor did he intend, thereby, to assume 
the character of reformer-masier general. He had 
never been ambitious to secure the honors of that 
office. It seemed that gentlemen doubted his (Mr. 
V’s) right to propose any reform or reduction in 


any quarter; that they ran away with the idea, that 


the glory of this great and patriotic work belonged 
exclusively to themselves. Sir, (said Mr. V.) 
we mean to try the sincerity of your preach- 
ings and professions for the last two years. 
‘Harrison and r.form” were the watchwords 
with which you entered upon and carried 
through the great contest which has just terminated, 
and now we mean to try whether you are willing 
to practise according to your promise and profes- 
sions. The speech ofthe gentleman from Indi- 
ana[Mr. Prorrit] was pretty strorg evidence how 
the bulk of the dominant party intended to go upon 
propositions to reduce salaries, and enormous in- 
comes from certain offices. He had already, in 
advance, applied the sponge of ridicule to a propo- 
sition in the bill, to reduce, to a fixed amount, the 
emoluments of district attorneys, marshals, and 
clerks of courts. Gentlemen, said Mr. V. this will 
netdo. You must not refuse to do good, because 
the proposition originates on our side of the House. 
You say, “wait ull General Harrison gets into 
power, and then we willfaccomplish these works of 
reform.” No. We will not rely upon your promises. 
You will then have more magnificent objects to ac- 
complish. Your attentions will then be engrossed 
with the making a huge National Bank, with the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the public lands, with the 
repeal of the Sub-Areasury law, and the modifica- 
tion, if not the increase of the tariff. We are 
afraid that these little matiers of “reduction” will 
then be beneath your notice. The immense in- 
comes of some of your collectors, postmasters, dis- 
trict atlorneys and marshals, which, before the late 
election, had so long disturbed your slumbers, will 
not then, we fear, receive from yow even a passing 
notice. You teli us that our patriotism comes too 


jate; that we ought to have made these movements f 


when we hadthe power. ‘Lo this, we answer, that 
it ig never tov late to do good. Besides, we have 
no reason to suppose, when we recollect how Joud 
and deep have been your curses against our al- 
leged “spoils” system, that the reductions we pro- 
pose wilt not operaie chiefly upon our own friend:, 
the present incumbents of the offices. You have 
preached too constantly, and too emphatically, 
from this text, to justify on our part the apprehen- 
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sion that “turn out” is pow to be the order of the 
day. 

We say now is the time, the accepted time, for 
doing the goed work. We are convened here, 
during a sort of interregnum, when ove Adminis- 
tration is about going out, and another is about to 
come in, just before the gain of the victors is con- 
sumumaied by actual possession, and now is the time 
for doing good. You shall not escape responsibi- 
lity by urging the plea that it will be time enough 
to begin the werk of reform, after you shall have 


actually entered upon the possession of your new | 


estate. We mean to hold you to the maxim that 
the present time is always the best time for doing 
good. 


LY] had referred to the course he (Mr. V.) had 
taken last year, upon the proposition made by that 
gentleman to strike out the appropriation of an 
outfit for Mr. Throop, as Charge to Naples. He 
had opposed the motion of that gentleman, and he 
gioried init. If Mr, Throop, as naval officer at 
New York, had neglected his duty—if that neglect 
had been established by an investigation wholly ex 
parte as to him, it was no good reason, to his mind, 
for withholding the compen ation belonging to him 
in another office, to which he had been constitu- 
tionally appeinted. If he had violated his duty as 
naval officer, (which he was by no means prepared 
to admit,) take the course prescribed by the Cunsti- 
tution—impeach him; but, in the name of justice 
and the Constitution, do not attempt to exercise 
your impeaching power in this oppressive and un- 
constitutional manner. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. A. 
SMITH, UNDERWOOD, HUBBARD, and oth- 
ers, Mr. VANDERPOKL, at the suggestion of his 
friends, withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. STANLY moved to strike out the item “‘for 
compensation to the Solicitoi of the Treasury, 
$3,500,” and made some remarks thereon, the pur- 
port of which will be ascertained by the replies of 
Messrs. VanperPorL and WELLER. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said that he had not now 
for the first time on this floor been charged with 
having been a Federalist. Though that note had 
so often been struck by others, who had honored 
him with their notice, he had never before deizned 
to make any reply to it, because of a lesson he had 
been taught when very young—never to speak of 
himself when he could possibly avoid doing so. 
His own course in early lite had so little connec- 
tion with our deliberations here, that he surely could 
not, gratuitously, allude to it, without incurring the 
imputation of egotism; but the charge of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. Stanty] must 
plead his apology for now breaking the silence in 
regard to himself which he generally preferred 
maintaining. If (said Mr. V.) the friends 
and family of the member who now ad- 
dresses you were, originally, tainted with the 
sin of Federalism, and if his own young 
mind had in his early youth received the impress 
of those principles; if he had afterwards, with 
more matured judgment, come to the conclusion, 
that the principles of Federalism were opposed to 
the best interests of the people, had repudiated his 
first notions, and labored for fourteen long years 
(double the period that the Patriarch labored for 
his wife) in the good old cause of Democracy, he 
was willing, if Democracy were the test of politi- 
cal orthodoxy, to compete for the honor of the true 
faith, with a gentleman who persisted and persisted 
in his Federalism against the lights and the evi- 
dences that had row become so palpable and accu- 
mulated. 

He, Mr. V. if ever obnoxious to the charge of 
Federalism (which he much doubted) was surely 
not an “‘old Federalist.” He never attained his ma- 
jority till some time after a memorable event in the 
political bistory of the State to which he belong- 
ed. He alladed to the address of forty arrogant 
leaders of the Federal party, sometimes distin- 


The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Sran- 































guished as forty “high minded gentlemen ;” 
at other times more familiarly, if not ap- 
propriately designated as the “forty thieves,” an 
address by which they proclaimed the dis- 
solution of the Federal party, and it was in or- 
der here to remark, that all the survivors of these 
* high minded” gentlemen, with, as he believed, but 
a single exception, had returned to their first love, 
and were mostardent and genuine British Bank 
Whigs of 1840.. The first vote he ever gave was 
for Mr. Clinton fir Governor; and if that consti- 
tuted him a Federalist, then were some of the most 
prominent actors in the ranks ot the New York 
Democracy Federalists, He would go further, and 
say that if, from the days of his minority, uniform 
Opposition to a high protective tarit!—to a National 
Bank—to a latitudinariau constraciion of the Con- 
stitution—constituted the antipodes of Federalism, 
then had he never been a Federal s!, but had al- 
ways been a Democrat. 

(Mr. Sranty remarked, he did noi reproach Mr. 
V. for having been a Federalist, but had compli- 
mented him with showing some goud trails in con- 
sequence of il.] 

Mr. V. said, that the gentleman from North 
Carolina had also stated, that he, Mr. V. had, 
in a speech made some days agu on the Trea- 
sury Note bill, complimented, ia bigh terms, the 
speech of the gentlemen from Virginia [Mr. 
Wise] on the same subject, and had rather in- 
sinuated, that he had thus spoken in praise of that 
gentleman’s speech, for the purpose of catching 
him. 

Mr. STANLY explained, and said that he had 
insinuated nothing of the kind; thatit was not his 
p actics to “ insinuate,” but always to state very 
plainly what he meant. 

Mr. VANDERPOELsaid be it so: then he would 
in anticipation repel the inference, that in the praise 
he had expressed of that gentleman’s speech, he 
wasor could have been actuated by the hope of 
“catching” him. He was not aware that he had in- 
dulged in any thing like fulsome panegyric in regard 
to that gentleman’s speech. Hehad said,and would 
here repeat, that thse portions of bis speech which 
related to the subjects of disiribulion, tariff, and 
the proposition to impose immediate duties on silks 
and wines, were unanswerable, and yet unanswer- 
ed; that they were distinguished by great power and 
ability, and that his argument against distribution 
was more ccgent and complete, than was that of an 
eminent Senator at the other end of the Capitol, 
(Mr. Catnoun,] distinguished as he was for close 
logic and power of condensation. Now this wis 
what he thought of that gentleman’s speech, and he 
had not expressed his sense of it on a former occa- 
sion with the vain hope of “catching” him. He 
knew his subject too well to have been capable of 
indulging any such idle hope. Could he ever have 
entertained it, he would first have suffered no little 
embarrassment in his own mind as to the most eli- 
gible means to attain his object—whether the cat- 
o’nine-tails, or more emollient means would be 
most available. A moment’s reflection—the mere 
recollection of that gentleman’s high spirit, would 
teach him that the first of the above alternatives 
would be worse than useless. Here, then, would 
have been a puzzler at the outset. But, suppose 
this preliminary difficulty to have been overcome; the 
next question he would have mooted in his mind 
would have been, whether, after getting bim, 
we had any guarantee that wecould keep him, or 
thathe would prove to be worth any thing io us; 
whether it might not turn out that we had canght a 
Tartar. Mr. V. said, that he and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise] entered Congress to- 
gether in December, 1833, and from that day he 
had watched, with no little interest, his brilliant 
and erratic career. You and i, Mr. Chairman, 
[Mr. Bext,] weil recollect the maiden effort of the 
gentleman on this floor, upon the great question of 
the removal of the public deposits. You and I 
sat together daring that protracted seszion, and can; 
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dor requires me to say that, with my knowledge of 
your great ability, | thought you a little to taci- 
turn for the times. I say, sir, that we heard this 
first and most extraordinary and characieristic ef- 
fort of the distinguished gentleman from Virginia. 
He and I, sir, were both young men, and were for 
weeks competitors for the floor. He at length suc- 
ceeded in getling it. ‘The fact that he was 
elected a Jackson man, and was a young man 
of genius and great promise, had preceded his 
advent here. I had karned too, that he 
had manifcsted some little rebellious symptoms, 
anid therefore waited for his speech with an anxiety 
commirg'ed with somewhat of fear. He delivered 
it, sr; and sucha speech!! There was never any 
thing like it “in the heavens above, or in the earth 
beneath, or in the waters under the earth.” It was 
traly sui generis. Ai its close, it would have been 
very difficult to state an account of profit and loss 
to either party. Both were well belabored; one re- 
ceived a box aside the ear, while the other was 
salated with a kick or athump in the body. He 
had, then, known the gentleman from Virginia too 
long and too well to be weak enongh ever to at- 
tempt to “catch” him, at least without first well de- 
liberating asto the best means to be employed, and 
the value of the end to be attaiued. 

After Mr. V. had coneluded his remarks, he said 
he owed an explanation to the gentleman from 
North Caro'ina, (Mr. Stanty.] It had been whis- 
pered that he bad alluded to that gentleman as 
seeking office. Mr. V. said he had no right to say; 
he had never beard from any quarter, that that gen- 
tleman was seeking office. When he spoke abcat 
ofiice seekers, he had merely drawn a fancy sketch, 
and did not, at the time, think it would give um- 
brage. He had no evidence, direct or hearsay, that 
that gentleman wanted or sought office—much less 
ihe office of Solicitor of the Treasury. 

After some remarks from Messrs. MORGAN, 
WISE, and others, 

Mr. WELLER said he had not risen to partici- 
pate in the irrelevant debate now going on, but 
simply to say a wordin relation to a remark made 
by the gentieman from North Carelina, [Mr. Stan- 
Ly.} He said he regretted very much that that 
gentleman had seen proper to assaila public of- 
ficer, and denounce him as an “incompetent 
wretch,” when he admitted that he had no per- 
sonal acquain'iance wih him, and his only fault 
seemed to be that he had franked speeches or docu- 


- ments into Nerth Carolina. Mr. W. said he was 


personally acquainted with the Solicitor of the 
ireasury, (Mr. Burchard) aod knew him to be as 
high minded and honorable amano as any member 
on this floor. 

Mr. STANLY said, baving no acquaintance 
with the Solicitor, he made the remark in general 
terms, and did not asseil him personally. 

Mr. WELLER continued. The gentleman from 
North Carolina had spoken of the conduct of the 
Solicitor, and said he hoped such “incompe'ent 
wretches” wou'd not be retained in office by the 
next Admivisiration. If the remark was not ap- 
plied personally to the Solicitor, then, sir, (said Mr. 
W.) L coniess [. do not understand the gentleman 
from Nor h Carolina. 

Mr. STANLY replied that he said the Solicitor 
had franked speeches of incompetent wretches into 
North Carolina. This, said he, was my expression. 

Mr. WELLER resumed. He had perhaps mis- 
understood the gentleman. If (said Mr. W.) we 
have lo appoint a committee to investigate the sub- 
ject of tragking, no doubt it would be found 
that many honorable gentlemen on this floor 
had used the fraaking privilege toa much greater 
ex’ent than this officer. He said he had no doubt 
many abuses of this privilege had been comn itted 
by gentlemen on this floor, who were at the t:me 
receiving eight dollars per day from the pubiic 
Treasury. I donot (said Mr. W.) complain of 
gentlemen for franking speeches, &c. to their con- 
stituents; for I have, said he, exercised the right 
freely myse f, and shall continue to do it as long as 
I have a seat here; but, sir, the law confers on the 
Solicitor the same privilege, and he has a right to 
frank what documents he pleases, either into the 
gentieman’s State or any where eise. 

The Whig Executive Committee, composed of 
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members of Congress, remained here during the 
whole of last summer, and franked speeches and cir- 
culars and addresses ali over the country. The 
State, said Mr. W. which I have the honor in part 
to represent, was literally shingled over wi'h them. 
If the documents sent by the Solicitor, about which 
the gentleman from North Carolina complains, 
were of a lower character than those sent out by 
the Executive Committee, then, said Mr. W. they 
must have been dirty stuff indsed. But, said Mr. 
W. if the gentleman from North Carolina can 
show that this officer has neglected the duties en- 
joined upon him by law, then, sir, | would 
be the last manon this floor to defend him. If, 
however, said he, he has at all times dis- 
charged his official duties faithfully, then, sir, 
if he has seen proper, in his leisure hours, to 
frank a few documents, gentlemen have no 
right to complain—surely they will not claim 
the right to dictate the manner in which he shall 
spend his leisure time, or the sort of documents he 
shall send out, when he sees proper to exercise the 
franking privilege which the law confers on him. 

Mr. W. said he had simply risen to remove the 
impression which the remaiks of the gentleman 
from North Carolina were calculated to make on 
those who were anacquainted with Mr. Burchard. 
He (Mr. W_) knew that man well; and a more ef- 
ficient public officer could not be found, nor a more 
honorable and upright man. Thus much (said Mr. 
W.) I have felt it necessary to say, in justice to an 
officer who comes from my own State, and whose 
character at home is above suspicion in every re- 
spect. 
eM. WISE, after some preliminary remarks, 
observed thatfif deviating a little from both par- 
ties, and acting on an independant ground, was 
“erratic,” that in the language of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Vanpzrport,] he was 
“* erratic.” 

Mr. W. went on to say that he feared a great 
many of the Whig party who had hitherto been 
crying against the “spoils” system with so much 
earnestness, were now going for the “ spoils” them- 
selves. But he took this opportunity to give them 
notice, that if such should prove the case, he would 
lash them as he had done others. He stood now 
as he had always stood. He stood precisely the 
same as he did before the election, and at the elcc- 
tion. He was a Whig then, and a Whig now, 
aod he wouid take the occasioa to say that neither 
sugar nor salt could catch him in acting contrary to 
his conscience. 

After some further remarks, Mr. W. went on to 
say that it was time for the Whig party to go back 
to the good old principles, and to takea fresh start; 
but whenever they stepped aside, either to the right 
or to the Ieft, they might be assured that they would 
find him “‘erratic.” 

All who know him, knew that it was not for 
men, but principles for which he went. He hoped 
that General Harrison when in power, would act 
for himself, and not suffer himself to be led into 
measures, for the benefit of sections only; but that 
he would be a second Washisgton, and act for the 
whole country. 

Mr. W. afler some observations on the tyranny 
of party drill, said he would give notice that if they 
(his Whig friends) aitempted to bring down upon 
tim the tyranny of party, he would resist it, as he 
had before resisted it in the time of Jackson. And 
on the other hand, continued he, so longasI hold a 
seat on this floor, I give notice that if they offer 
me a “principality” even, they cannot caich me. 
So long as | am a member of Congress, they will 
net appoint me to office. I ask for nothing, and I 
wil take nothing. Further, whether in Congress 
or out of Congress, | -w:ll not beg for office; nor 
will I ask my friends to beg forme. I am free, 
and will continue to be free. [| am now where] 
have always stood, and where I shall continue to 
stand. I tell }ou Il can go with neither party con- 
trary to the dictates of my conscience. I will be 
free as air; free as the eagle, soaring above the 
trammels of party; and like the eagle I will look 
down upon you independent and alone. 

_ Mr. W. proceeded to say that he would not, in 
the political wars of the country, be drilled in the 
political camp as they were in the military camp. 











He wished here to say, also, that all the castiga- 
tions of a Whig Editor at Richmond would not 
drive him into drill. 

If, continued Mr. W.I fight, I shall fight after 
the fashion of the old fellow at Yorktown, who, 
with along, old fashioned fowling piece, a cow’s 
horn full of powder, anda broad brimmed har, 
kept loading and firing, bringing down at every 
discharge one of the enemy, and being under 
neither drill sergeant nor captain. 

Seeing the bravery of the old fellow, one would 
step up to him and accost hum: 

“{ say my friend, what company do you belong 
to?” 

‘‘Be quiet, you bother me; don’t you see I am 
busy?” 

Presently another would address the old fellow 
with— 

‘Hallow, there, to what regiment do you belong?” 

“Don’t bother me; I belong to no company, nor 
regiment neither; I am fighting against the British, 
and on my own hook.” 

Mr. W. then proceeded to explain that he was 
precisely in the same position with the old man at 
Yorktown, viz: fighting in the political battle,jon 
his own hook. He neither belonged to any of their 
little companits, or to the regular army. But still 
he was ready to fight the enemy and to do battle 
with the red coats, like the old man at Yorktown, 
with an honest heart and without bounty. If, 
however, gentlemen would join his “erratic” ar- 
my, he then would become a regular. Did gentle- 
men understand him now? Khe begged to assure 
them he was still a Whig, and would fight against 
the British, taking as good aim as any of them. 

Mr. JENIFER here took the floor and expressed 
his intenticn to reply. 

Mr. ANDREWS rose to a point of order. He 
hoped the Crain would not suffer the debate to take 
any longer such a course. ‘ 

The CHAIR said, the whole debate had been 
“erratic,” but as the gentleman from Virginia had 
risen tc make a personal explanation, he con- 
ceived the usual courtesy observed on such occa- 
sions, warranted the Cuairk in permitting it thus 
far. 

Mr. JENIFER then proceeded, but spoke in so 
low a tone that he could not be heard but at inter- 
vals. Hewas understood to allude io the recent 
course of Mr. Wise and his colleague (Mr. Mar- 
Lory] He also made some observations in rela- 
tion of certain gentlemen taking the ‘ back traek.” 

Mr. WISE said, as the gentleman from Mary- 
land appeared to be the drill sergeant of the party, 
he would ask him if he had found out the opinions 
of all his Whig friends on the floor. Would the 
gentleman be kind enough to tell him whether he 
had ascertained the opinions of any of his Whig 
friends, except his (Mr. W’s) and the gentleman 
from the Norfolk district [Mr. MatLory?] 

Mr. JENIFER said he possessed no more infor- 
mation as to the opinions of his Whig friends than 
the gentleman himself. 

Mr. ANDREWS called both the gentlemen from 
Maryland and Virginia to order, on the ground of 
irrelevancy. 

Mr. GRAVES hoped that the debate would pro- 
ceed, until the position of Mr. Wisz should be ful- 
ly understood. - 

The CHAIR hoped the good sense of the gentle- 
men would enable them to see that the debate had 
assumed an improper latitutude. 

After some discussion of a conversational cha- 
racter on the point order, 

* Mr. JENIFER, on leave, resumed his remarks. 
He proceeded to say that the commanding attitude 
that the gentlemaft from Virginia [Mr. Wise) held 
through the country, rendered it highly important 
that his true position should be known. The gen- 
tleman, in his recent three days’ » not- 
withstanding the doctrines adva had still 
avowed that he was a Whig. Bat he, 
Mr. J. would tell the gentleman that when an in- 
dividual avowed.certain doctrines, it was aot for 
that individual to say whether he was a Whig or 
not. It was for the country to determine, after the 


-avowal of those doctrines, what he was. 


After some further remarks, Mr. J. in reply toa 
question from Mr. Wis, said, I ask the gentleman 
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to lay bis finger upon any one portion of his three 
days’ speech, which was not satisfactory to the Ad- 
ministration party now in power. 

Mr. WISE reptied that when the speech should 
have been printed, he would then show many 
poinis where no Loco Foco would agree with 
him. 

Mr. JENIFER understood the gentleman to 
have said that he had pleased some of both par- 
ties. Now he desired to know how the gentlenan 
did stand, or whether he was ina state of be- 
tweenlty. 

Mr. WISE said he did not stand in a state of be- 
tweenily: he was a Whig. Bat he did not choose 
to be driven out of the ranks by gentlemen who as- 
sumed to speak for the coming Administration, b2- 
fore they Knew what the measures of that Admi- 
nistration would be, Perhaps, when the measures 
of that Administration should be made known, he 
would have as much power to unchurch certaia 
gentlemea, as they supposed themselves to pos- 
S288. 

Mr. W. then proceeded to denounce the idea of 
having so many ‘‘l.tile Harrisons’? in the House, 
dictating and speaking for the comiog Administra- 
tion, When it could not be known what the mea- 
sures of that Administration would be. He (Mr. 
W.) had been dragged into this discussion by the 
remarks on his course by the Whig papers on one 
haa |, and the Loco Foco papers on the other. He 
wished merely to assert that the frieads of General 
Harrison weie not all of one mind as to the mea- 
sures proper to be pursued; and this being the case, 
he denounced the idea of any ene section setting 
themselves up as the party. Mr. W. concluded by 
again asking Mr. Jenirer if he had sounded all h's 
Whig friends. 

Mr. Je NIFER said he did not speak for either 
General Harrison, or any body besides h'mself, on 
that floor. Mr. J. then proce:ded to notice the fol- 
lowing remark of Mr, Wiss, yiz: “that if any man 
attempted to brivg down the tyranny of party on 
him, he should be lashed, etc.” Now he, Mr. J. 
desired to kaow if the gentleman meant to say that 
eny party drill had been attempted to be exercised 
against him here. If so, let him point it out. 

Mr. WISE, (seross.) I point ii out now; I re- 
fer to you 

Mr. JENIFER said the gentleman in the course 
of his remaris, had intimated that he was resolved 
to fight oa hisowa hook. But he would remind 
him, that people were sometimes hung on their own 
hook. Mr. J. thea went on to argue that the 
course taken by Mr. Wise was caleolated to bring 
distrust upon the coming Administration. 

Alter some explanaiion from Mr, WISE, in 
which he disclaimed any design to bring distrust 
upon the coming Admunistration, or that he had 
made any chsrge against it, 

Mr. JENIFER said he was happy to hear that 
the gentleman disavowed charging auy thing 
azainst the coming Administration. But at the 
same time, he wouid ask that gentleman whether 
it wonld not be more manly to make direct charges 
than to pursue the course he had? Mr. J. was ua- 
cersiood furcher to say, thatif the gentleman did 
not distrust the coming Administration, why was 
ail this ery about the danger of a high protective 
tariff? Whea the gentleman spoke about the 
“spoils,” the “lash,” etc. what did he -mean, -if he 
did not distrust the Administration? Why this de- 
nunciation, if there was no objeci? Whenthe gen- 
Ueman said he could not support the coming Ad- 
ministration unless it should agree with his views, 
dd he go beyond any other Whig? The gentle- 
man had thought proper to make a speech in ad- 
vance, to show the ruinous effecis of an extra ses- 
clon, and the danger of adopting measures when 
the Representatives came fresh from the people, 
under the influence of triumphant feelings. He, 
Mr. J. considered tat it was safer to Jegislate when 
the Representatives came fresh from the people. 

Mr. WISE here rose toexplain. - 

Mr ANOREWS called him to order. In his 
pinion, the debate ought not to be suffered to pro- 
ceed any furiher. 

Several members called Mr. Anprews to order, 
on the giound that he had called Mr. Wiss to or- 
der before that gentleman had said any thing. 
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ing declaraticn, viz: that the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland had not stated correctly a single position he 
(Mr. W.) had taken the other day. 

Mr. ANDREWS. There! he his said some- 
thing now, and I call him to order on ihe ground of 
irrelevancy. 

After some conversatign on the point of oreer, 

Mr. WISE, on leave, proceede¢, and denied 
that he had ever said he anticipated all wou!d be 
wrong in the coming Administration, as carged 
by the gentleman from Maryland. He said no 
such thing. On the contrary, he believed that all 
would be right. 

After some further remarks, Mr. W. said, he 
did say, however, that some gentlemen were trying 
to swerve the Administration frem its course, and 
he meant the gent!eman from Maryland as one of 
them, for, continued Mr. W. every mite goes to 
makes a mass. 

Mr. W. went on to say, that as he had found 
gentlemen actively engaged in manufacturing pub- 
li¢ opinion in advance, as the sentiments of the 
Whig party, he thought it Ligh time that he should 
speak, lest his silence might be construed inte ac- 
quiescence. And when certain sentiments were 
held forth, in relation to the tariff, the distribution 
system, &c. he had taken the hberty of saying that, 
as one of the Whig party, they were not his senti- 
ments. 

After some further observations as to his views on 
the tariff question, Mr. W. expressed his repugnance 
to any set of Whigs undertaking to manufacture 
public opinion, before the vew Adwinistration 
came into power. 

But said, Mr. W. the gentleman from Maryland 
has said that it would be a little more manly for me 
to come out, etc. Now, all I have to say is, that 
the gentleman is about thirty years older than Lam, 
yet he cannot teach me maniiness. Mr. W. said 


if the gentleman would lop off a litle of his Fede- 


ralism, he would go with him as far as he could, 
but in the first p!ace it would be necessary to see 
how far they could go, as he expected to go with 
the gentieman in a variety of matters. 

Mr. W. then stated that he was in favor of eco- 
nomy and retrenchment in the expenses of Go- 
vernment; against appropriations for internal im- 
provemen!s, etc. 

Mr. JENIFER was understood to say that he 
differed. 

After some further explanation between the gen- 
tlemen as to their views, 

Mr. WISE said, but the gentleman contends that 
because I do not go for a distribution and a tariff, 
that [am no Whig. . 

Mr. JENIFER. I said no such thing. I said 
(the remainder of the sentence was not 





heard.) 

Mr. WISE. Weil, that is precisely the same 
thing. It amounts to this, that unless 4 vote for a 
tariffon Juxurics,l am no Whig. Butmy con- 
Stituents will see my politics on that subject 
when my speech is printed. Mr. W. went 
on to say that if other gentlemen had not 
defined their position, and spoke for the 
coming Administration, he would not have 
said a word. He wished merely to have 
it understood, that the friends of the coming 
Administration d‘ffered in their views on certain 
ma:térs. But for doing this, said Mr. W. the gen- 
tleman from Mary!and has taken me in hand, with 
my colleague from the Norfolk dis'rict. There are 
some whose intellects are so dall that they cannot 
understand; while there are others who wii! not un- 
derstand. But my friend from Maryland is, I 
know, an intelligent gentlemen, and 1 cannot sup- 
pose that he is one of those who are not wiiling to 
anderstaud. I hepe 1 am not in the way of my 
friend from Maryland, and that it is his wi-h to 
pat me out of the way. I hope itis neither the ob- 
ject of that gentlemen, nor others, to put me out of 
the way. 

Now, s1id Mr. W. in order that my friend from 
Marviand may understand me fully, 1 wiil tell him 
that I do not intend:to stand in his way; and if he 
wishes to go to Europe to:attend to the tobaceo in- 
terest, I assare that J. donot want to go. If any 

er of my Whig friends sepposes that I am in 


Mr. WISE said he had risen to make a sweep- 








poner _ 


| assure them I shail be mm the way of bone of them. 
Mr. W. then proceeded to say, that neuber he 
nor his cons:ituents sh uld ever be brough: under 
the drllof pary. Tne gentleman trom Maryland 
(Mr. Jenivea} had, in the course of his s,eech, 


| thovght proper to be very witty, and to say, that 





| half. 
| Avrorp?}] Did he not give bis views the other day 
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“it someumes happened tha! gen'lemen who fought 
on their own hook, wer: hung on their own hook.” 
Now, he, Mr. W. would say, in reply, taat some 
gentlemen were never hung at ell. 

The gentleman from Mary lau: has also said that 
he speaks for nobody buthimself. He said, how- 
ever, almost in the same breavh, that if J took the 
ground I did against a protective tasiff, ete. I dif- 
fered from all the Whig party, with the exception 
ot the gentleman from the Norfoik District. Now, 
here he has undertaken to speak for all the Whigs 
but two and a half; for my colleague from the Nor- 
folk District ccunts one, and Land my friend from 
Marvland compose the remaining one and a half. 

But, continued Mr. W. I tell the gentleman from 
Maryland that on the question of the distribution 
and the tariff, he has found more than two anda 
Where is the gen'!cm2n from Georgia, [Mr. 


in sufficiently plain terms for the gentleman? Now, 
although my friend from Maryland took me to task 
on the score of “manliness,” [ take it for granied 
that he will admit the gentleman from Georgia to 
be a whole man. 

But, said Mr. W. the gentleman from Maryland 
has atked me where is the tyranny of party? Why, 
there it is, (pointing to Mr. Jenirer;) there is the 
drill sergeant himself. Ele took me into his hands, 
and one of my best friends fiom Kentucky [Mr- 
Graves] anderiook to help. 

Mr. GRAVES explained. 

Mr. WISE went on to say that he would make 
gentlemen und:rstand him before he haddore. He 
had said that he wowid not be broughi under party 
drill, and whenever it should be attempted, he 
would resist it. It had now been atiempted, 
and he now resisted it. The party ‘drill had al- 
ready commenced, but he would notsu>mit to il. 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennesses made somé ob- 
servations in relation io impatations on the Waig 
arty. 

Mr. WISE said he had made no imputations on 
the Whig party. He would further say, that he 
acknowledged no gentleman there as the Wiig 
party. 
After some lurther discussion of a conversational 
character, 

Mr. WISE went on to say that he did not ae- 
knowledge the gentleman from Marylsnd [Mr 
Jenirer] as the Whig party. And (av! Me. W.) 
I tel! the gentleman from Maryland that if his ty- 
ranny is all I have to resist, I cao soon overcome it. 
Mr. W. proceeded to say that none other of his 
Whig friends had attempted to subject him to party 
drill, but that the Whig papers had altempted it. 
But, said Mr. W. even if it were my design to 
separate from the party, it would be a questicn 
with me whether honesty lies on the side of these 
in power, or on the side of those out of power. But 
I wish it to be understood at home and elsewhere, 
that I spurn the atiempt to unchurch me, whether 
insidiously or openly, directly or indires'!y. If any 
one is to hold the sword cver my hea‘, the General 
himse'f shall do it, but no drili serzeant shall. 
Mr. JENIFER was underst:o1 to ask if there 
was aay thing personal int:nded by the above re- 
marke. 
Mr. WISE disclaimed any perconal allusion in 
applying theterm ‘dill sergeant,” bot, said he, [ 
will tell the gentleman fr.m Maryland, thatif he 
attempts to whip me into the ranks, he will find me 
as difficult to drive as the Iri-hman’s pic. The gen- 
tleman will no doubt remember the story. 
An Irishman was atiempting to drive an obsti- 
nate pig. i 5 
“Arrah and Pat,” said a friend, “where is it 
that yourself is a going ” a ' 
‘*Finsh, honey, my cear,”’ s1 ! the driver, “it’s to 
Cork I am going, sure; pal for the blood o’ye spake 
l, or the pig will hear" 
ie an Ee ication of the above to his polities| 
course, and the absurdity of any attempt to drive 
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him, Mr. W. said his position was based on high 
principles, and not men; and on those principles he 
was ready to stand or fall. 

Mr. WISE addressed the committee at great 
length in regard to his position; after which, 

Mr. STANLY withdrew the motion to strike 
out. 

Mr. JENIFER renewed it; and proceeded to re- 
ply to the remarks of Mr. Wise; and had spoken 
for a few minutes, 

When Mr. ANDREWS insisted on the point of 
order, that the whole debate, being irrelevant, was 
out of order. 

. And the CHAIR decided it to be so. 

Mr. GRAVES hoped the gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. Jenirer}] would be allowed to go on, 
until the House thoroughly understood the position 
of the gentleman from Vigginia, (Mr. Wise } 

After some conversation, Mr. WELLER moved 
that the gentleman from Maryland have leave to 

roceed, 

Mr. ANDREWS asked for tellers, that it might 
be seen who were in favor of going on with the 
business of the country, and who in favor of con- 
tinuing this irrelevant and useless debate. 

But the call for tellers was not seconded. 

And the question being taken, leave to proceed 
was granted without a division. 

Mr. JENIFER then proceeded, yielding the floor 
to occasional explanations from Mr. Wisk. Mr. 
Jeniver having closed— 

Mr. WISE took the floor, and, leave having been 
given to him to proceed, replied to Mr. Jenirgr. 
Mr. Wise having concluded— 

Mr. GRAVES next addressed the committee, 
and was followed by Mr. POPE and Mr. AN- 
DREWS, until half past six o’clock, when the com- 
mittee rose. 

And then, at the instance of Mr. LINCOLN, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the re- 
port from the Secretary of the Secretary of the 
form in which patents for the public lands have 
been executed. The report was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, to the end that 
the committee may inquire into the legality of the 
patents heretofore issued, and, if they are found de- 
fective, to report a bill to legalize them. 

And then the House adjourned. 

While the House was in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of pensions during the year 1841,- and pro- 
viding for the expense of removing such Seminole 
Indians as may be disposed to emigrate to the 
West, was received from the Senate with an im- 
material amendment, which the Honse immediately 
considered and agreed to. 

And so the bill has passed both Houses of Con- 
gress. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuxspay, February 16, 1841. 

Mr. CUTHBERT appeared and took his seat in 
the Senate this morning. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of War in reply to a resolution 
of the Senate of the 17th December last, respecting 
the sale of machinery engaged in the construction 
of roads and harbors; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented several 
memorials from citizens of Florida, remonstrating 
against the cession of any portion of that Territory 
to the Seminoles; which were severally referred to 
the Cemmittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FULTON presented the petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying the establishment of a post 
route; which was referred to the Commiltee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of David 
Robb; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs 

Mr. WaLKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill from 
the House to amend an act entitled “An act to au 
thorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described, and 
to settle the claims to the vacant and unappropria- 
ted lands within the same;” reporred the same with- 
out amendment, 
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Mr. W. said as the bill was nearly the same as 
that passed at previous sessions—the only differ- 
ence being that it was less favorable to the State of 
Tennessee than the former bill—he hoped the Se- 
nate would now order it to a third reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM wished to look into the bill be- 
fore its passage, and hoped it would be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama guggested that it might 
be ordered to a third reading to-day, and as the 
question on its passage would not come up until to- 
morrow, the Senator in the meanwhile could ex- 
amine the bill. 

Mr. GRAHAM said, he was informed by a 
friend near him, [Mr. Hontineron,} that the bill 
could not then be amended; and he would there. 
fore prefer that its farther consideration should 
be pos'poned until to-morrow; which was accord- 
ingly ordered. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred ,the memerial of William G. 
Cheever, asked to be discharged from their further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill giving authority to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to audit and settle the accounts between the 
United States and David Gelston, formerly collec- 
tor of the port of New York; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. alsofrom the committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of Caroline E. Cli- 
therall, widow of Dr. George C. Clitherall, late a 
surgeon on the army of the Revolution, reported 
the same, without amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Daniel Piatt, deceased; which was read, 
and ondered to a second reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill making 
appropriations to complete certain military roads 
feading to the frontier posts bordering on Texas 
and the Indian Territory, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Esther John- 
son, widow of Col. Jonas Johnson of North Caroli- 
na, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
lution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the map of the country west of 
the Mississippi, made under the direction of the 
War Department by J. N. Nicollet, esq. and the 
report in reference to the same, be printed for the 
use of Congress, under the direction of the chief of 
the Corps of Topographical Engineers, and that 
two hundred copies thereof be delivered tothe War 
Department, and to the bureau of Topographical 
Engineers, for distribution, and three hundred ad- 
ditional copies for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Watker said the report of Mr. Nicollet 
and accompanying map of the region of the Up- 
per Mississippi, prepared under the direction of 
Congress, and the supervision of the Department of 
War, would be found among the most accurate, 
scientific, interesting, and instructive, ever made in 
this country. It commences at the city of St. 
Louis, as its southeastern peint of departure, and 
terminates at our northern boundary, east of the 
Rocky Mountains, extending from the 39th to the 
49th parallel of north latitade, and from 90 to 100 
of longitude west of Greenwich. Stretching from 
near Lake Superior on the east to the great western 
bend of the Missoun river on the west, and em- 
bracing the entire basin of the Upper Mississippi, 
it included a region more extensive than several of 
the largest States of the Union. It was a region 
most salubrious, and unsurpassed in beauty and 
fertility. In mineral wealth, it was unequalled in 
the world, and was interspersed with timber and 
prairie lands, and many hundred* lakes, both fresh 
and sali, that might well challenge a comparison 
with those of any other country. This survey em- 
braces 245 geographical positions, deduced from 
more than ten thousand astronomical observations, 
An enlarged system of barometrical observa- 
tions had been carried on for several years; in 
which Mr. Nicollet had been aided by many 


scientific gentleman; and by these means, the tops. 
graphical features of the whole region, aiid its ab- 
solute elevation above the sea, will be represented 
with the greatest accuracy. The report will repre. 
sent the geology and botany of this vast region, its 
vegetable and mineral resources. The report and 
map will be highly honorable to their unassuming 
but able and scientific author—to the country by 
whom he has been employed, and to the Secretary 
of War, who, with so much zeal and energy, 
has pressed forward this important work. The 
rivers Mississippi and Missouri, for several thou- 
sand mile?, are surveyed and delineated with the 
greatest accuracy—vwith all their physical features 
and incidents—their banks, their hills and valleys, 
their channels, shoals, and sand bars, with the 
velocity of current and depth offwater. To the 
emigrant, the farmer, the merchant and navigator 
—to the topographer and geographer—the botanist, 
the mineralogist and geologist—to the scholar and 
statesman, and to the whole country, this wasa 
work of the highest importance. To the Ameri- 
can patriot also,whose love of the Union embraced 
his whole country and all its parts, this report and 
survey would afford abundant materials for de- 
lightful contemplation and animated hopes, in 
marking the onward progress of this great 
nation. He would here, in this hitherto 
almost unexplored region of the West, be- 
behold a country larger than any empire in 
Europe, save one, where, in a very few years, there 
will be three new S;ates, among the largest and 
most fertile in the Union—Wiskonsan, Iowa, 
and another embracing the beautiful Fountain 
lake near our northern boundary, delineat- 
ed on this map, where the great Mississippi 
commences its southern course to the Gulf. As 
a mere money question, the publication of this 
map and report would be most important in aid of 
the final settlement of the great subject of selling 
our mineral lands, heretofore referied by the Se- 
nate to the Committee on Public Lands, and would, 
he hoped, be decided upon at the next session. 
Unless important improvements in mining and 
smelting were introduced, and the utmost facilities 
afforded in the acquisition of these lands, there was 
some reasen to fear that lead, when the tariff 
reached its minimum in 1842, could not be brought 
from the West to the East in successful competition 
with foreign lead; a result, that by due attention to 
mining and smelting, and utmost facilities in ob- 
taining these lands, might be prevented, and thus 
these three great States, that must soon emerge 
from territorial pupilage, mighthave no inducement 
presented to support the high tariff policy. In this 
point of view, the question became one of the 
highest importance to the South, as well as the 
North; and Mr. W. heped there would, there- 
fore, be no objection from any quarter to printing 
this map and report. 

Mr. BENTON, in a few remarks, concurred in 
the views of Mr. Waker as to the great value of 
the Work, and the propriety of its publication. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of confirming William Triplett of Missouri in his 
claim to a tract of land. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Senate will, on Thursday next, 
at one o’cleck, proceed to the election of a public 
Printer for the Senate, for the Twenty-seventh Con- 


ress. 
. Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion tor consideration: 

Resolved, That the forty-seventh rule be so far 
suspended as that ladies introduced by Senators, 
may, for the residue of the present session, be ad- 
mitted to the privileged seats within the Senate. 

On metion by Mr, WILLIAMS, the joint reso- 
lution to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
make contracts and advances for American water- 
rotted hemp fcr a limited time, was taken up, con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill granting a pension to Pamelia Allen, 
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widow of the late Samuel Allen, a soldier of the 
Revolution; and 

The bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or altorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under four 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers; which awards have been re- 
tained in the Treasury in payment of debts due the 
United States; were severally considered as incom- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy was taken up—the question being on Mr. 
Housgarp's motion to amend by including incorpo- 
rated companies within its provisions. 

Mr. TAPPAN, Mr. NICHOLAS, Mr. LINN, 
ani Mr. CALHOUN, severally addressed the Se- 
nate on the amendment; and, 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, February 16, 1841. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to enable him to submit a reselution 
requiring the Committee on Military Affairs to re- 
_— bill making appropriations for the defence 
of the : 

NORTHEASTERN, FRONTIER. 

Objection being made, 

= FILLMORE moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. CARR moved a call of the House. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON said he could save the 
time of the House, by stating that this matier was 
now before the Military Committee, and that, in a 
day or two, they would present a general system of 
defence. He did not believe the business would 
be at all expedited by the adoption of the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York. 

The question was taken on a call of the House, 
and resulted—ayes 36, noes 54: no quorum voting. 

The question was about being again taken, when 

Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 62, nays 70. 

So the House refused a call of the House. 

The question was then taken oa the motion of 
Mr. Fittmore to suspend the rules, by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
derson, Andrews, Atherton, Baker, Barnard, Beat- 
ty, Bell, Boardman, Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chittenden, Clifford, Wil- 
liam R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crary, 
Cross, Edward Davies, John Davis, John W. Da- 
vis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Doan, Doe, 
Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fill- 
more, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, Galbiaith, Gates, 
Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Graves; Grin- 
nell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackson, 
James, Jamescn, Charles Johnston, Joseph John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, 
Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, 
Lowell, McCarty, McClare, McCulloch, Meredith 
Mallory, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Mon- 
roe, Montanya, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Naylor, 
Palen, Parrish, Paynter, Peck, Proffit, Randall, 
ea Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, 
Traman Smith, Starkweather, S:eenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Tillinghast, Toland, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Waiterson, Weller, John White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. 
had sg Sherrod Williams, and Worthington 

NAYS—Messrs. Banks, Beirne, Biackwell, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, John. Camp- 
bell, Chapman, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Den- 
nis, Dromgoole, Earl, Grabam, Griffin, Hawkins, 
Hillen, Hopkins, Hubbard, Lewis, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McKay, Montgomery, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Rhett, Samuels, Thomas Smith, Samter, Waddy 





Thompson, Turney, Underwood, and Joseph L. 
Wilhiams—34. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question was then taken on the reception of 
the resolution, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
79, noes 58. 

And on the question, Shall the main question be 
now pul? . 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia moved to lay the reso- 
lation on the table; but 

Mr. FILLMORE having modified his resolution, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instracted to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill making the necessary appropria- 
tions for fortifications, naval armaments, and cther 
necessary preparations to place the country ina 
proper state of defence, 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

The main question was then tsken, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted, 

CIVIL. AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and resume the consideration of 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER said that a special order (the 
steamboat bills) had been assigned for this day. 

Mr. JONES moved to postpone the special order 
until Monday next; and, 

On the question being taken, it passed in the af- 
firmative. 

So the special order was postponed until Monday 
next. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Bett in the chair) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriation for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1841. 

The question was taken on the motion, made by 
Mr. Jenirer on yesterday, to strike out the item 
‘“*for compensation to the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
three thousand dollars,” and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

After the a¢option of some incidental amend- 
ments, 

Mr. LEONARD moved to strike out three in 
line 334, and insert fwe, and in line 327 strike out 
eight hundred and seven, and insert three hundred 
and sixty. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. McCARTY moved further to amend the 


same section, by inserting in line 336, after the. 


word repairs, thirty thousand, (to be appropriated 
for the repair of the Potomac Bridge, that being 
the amount estimated to be necessary for the en- 
gineer,) so as to read, 

‘“‘Fer compensation to two assistants to the Com- 
missioner, as superintendent of the Potomac 
bridge, at one dollar and fifty cents per day, in- 
cluding oil for lamps, fuel, and repairs, thirty-one 
thousand, three hundred and sixty dollars.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. McCARTY, 
REED, BARNARD, W. C. JOHNSON, MON: 
ROE, and GRAHAM, 

The question was taken on agreeing to the 
amendment—ayes 65, noes 40—no quorum. 

The question was again taken, but still no quo- 
rum voting, 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, the com- 
~ rag rose aad reported that fact to the House. 

ut 

It having been ascertained by the SPEAKER 
that a quorum was now present, 

The House again resolved itse}f into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole; and 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
ameadmen', and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to amend the amend- 
ment, as foliows: 


“That so much of this sum as shall be applied 


for repairs, shall be under the direction of the Se- 
cretary of War.” 


Which amendment was agreed to, 








Mr. FLOYD moved that the entire clause, as 
amended, be stricken out; but the motion did not 
prevail. 

Mr. GREEN moved to strike out the following 
item: 

“For compensation {to the officers and clerk of 
the Branch Mint at Charlotte, six thousand dollars.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. GREEN, MA- 
SON, GRAHAM, HUBBARD, CONNOR, and 
GRAVES, and before the question was taken, 

The committee rose, reperted progress, and asked 
leave to sit again; and then, 

The Elouse adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wenpwnespay, February 17, 1841. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the cre:entials of the 
Hon. George Evans, elected by the Legisiature of 
Maine a Senator of that Siate in the Senate of the 
United States for six years from the 4thof March 
next; which were read, and ordered to be placed on 
file. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a commnu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report of a board of officers directed to 
make experiments with Colt’s repeating fire arms. 

Mr. WALL moved that it be laid apon the 
table and printed; which was amended upon motion 
by Mr. WILLIAMS to include a report made ata 
former session on the repeating fire arms of 
Mighill Nuttig; and the motion as amended was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presenied a report and 
joint resolutions of the Legislature of his State re- 
lative to the continuance of the Cumberland road; 
which, after some remarks from Mr. S. were laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims, to which a memorial 
on the subject had been referred, reported a bill au- 
thorizing a settlement of the accounts of Silas 
Deane; which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading, and the report and documents ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
bili for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker, report- 
ed the same without amendment. 


Oa motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the bill was 


then taken up and ‘considered as in committee of 
the whole; and, after being explained by Mr. B. 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the 
Pablic Lands, to which a memoria! on the subject 
had been referred, reported a bill granting the 
Mexican Gulf Railway Company the right of way 
through the public lands; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial remonstrat- 
ing against the repeal of the Independent Treasury 
law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. A. also presented the memorial of 107 citi- 
zens of Perry county, Ohio, remonstrating against 
the passage of the bankrupt law; which was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Sarah Van Duzer; which was re‘erred to the Com- 
mittee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial, which he 

said was the first of the kind from his State, of 20 
citizens of Chicot county, Arkansas, in favor of the 
passage of a bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. KING presented the petition of the Presi- 
dent and Directors of the Mobile and New Orleans 
Railroad Company, praying that the duty on cer- 
tain railroad iron may not be collected entil there is 
an opportunity of Jaying it on the road; which, as 
a bill had been reported on the subject, he would 
ask might be laid on the table. 

Mr. WALL, trom the Committee on the Ju- 
dic’ary, reported a bill to declare the rights of the 
children of the citizens of the United States born 
abroad; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, to which the bill to appoint trustees for 
for the investment of the Smithsonian fand had been 
referred, reported a bill to incorporate the National 
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Institation for the Promotion of Science in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; and 

A bill to inves: the proceeds of the Smithsonian 
fund, and to establish the Smithsonian Institution; 
which, afier some remarks from Mr. P, were seve- 
rally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the widow of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 
R. Thompson, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be prinied. 

Mr. N. trom the same commitiee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of sundry mechanics engaged 
in the constraction of the United States Arrenal at 
Fayettvi'le, North Carolina; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 
lu ion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Public Lands 
be directed to inquye into the expediency of caus- 
ing such a survey, exploration, report and map of 
the Southwestern sec.iion of the United States, 
West of the Mis issippi, as has recently been made 
under the duection of the War Department and 
Mr. Nicollet in the Northwest. 

Toe VICE PRESIDENT presented a petition 
from citizens of Rome, Oneida county, New York, 
praying that the Congress of the United States 
wou'd, by a resolution of that body, declare it to 
be the opinion of this people that the British Go- 
veroment, by reduci:g ovr cit:zens, whom they 
captured in arms during the late revoluticnary 
movements of the Canadas, to the condition of 
common felons, have departed from thathumane 
course towards prisovers which they have professed 
to bein accordance with their principles, and have 
violated the best policy of civilized nations; and 
that it is regarded a3 a severity not necessary 
to the case, aud the exercise of a cruelty uncalled 
for; which was read. 

Mr. NORVELL said that it struck him, on hear- 
ing the meuoral rea’, that the proper disposition 
of :t wou d be to transmit it to the President of the 
United Stayes. Whatever indiscretions might have 
atteaded the participation of a portion of our fel- 
low-citizens on the Northern frontier in the move- 
ments in Canada for the assertion of her hber- 
ty and independence, he had no doubt that 
they had been governed by the purest of mo- 
lives—by a holy sympathy with the oppressed, 
and a sincere devotion to the cause of freedom, 
such as universally pervaded this nation. It was 
certain that the persons who had, under the opera- 
tion of the Brivish law, and the decreesof the Bii- 
tish tribuna!s, been sentenecd to banishment, and 
to hard laboria chains, in Van Dieman’s Land, 
were suff-riog extreme hardship aad severe punish- 
ment. ‘The object of the memorial was to procure 
an allev ation of their condition, But he felt 
strong apprehensions, that the corc’uding pray- 
or of that memorial, asking Congress to express, by 
resvlution, certain abstract opinions in reference to 
the punishmeat and discipline to which those per- 
sons had been and were still subjected, might opo- 
rate to their serious disadvantage. It might pro- 
duce additional irrifation on the part of the Brili h 
Government, and tend to rivet the chains which 
had already been fastened upon the unfortonate in- 
dividuals in whose behalf the memorialists bad 
made their present application. Unless, therefore, 
we were prepared to engage in a war with Great 
Britain on this subject, which he, for one, did not 
deprecaie, it would be the best course which could 
be adopted on this occasion, to send the memorial 
to the President, in order that he might adopt such 
measures as, in his judgment, wou!d, by negetia- 
tion, tend the most effectually to attain the object 
which the memorialists had in view. He moved 
the reference of the paper to the President. 

bir. PRESTON deprecated any interference with 
the interna! political affairs of a foreiga Govern- 
ment; and he regretted the manifestations of the 
last year or two past in some par's of this country, 
which itseemed to him had a tendency to endanger 
ike existing relations of this nation with the power 
to which he aliaded, and to transfer the legitimate 
exercise of the constitutional right of this Govern. 
ment to the hands of an anauthorized and irrespon- 
sible combination. With regard to the dispute on 
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our Northeastern boundary, there had been danger 
of our being dragged into a dangercus collision. with 
the British power, and much difficulty had been 
experienced by the action of a State Legisla- 
ture; and he ventured to say that no one who 
had a due consideration for the interests and the re 
lations in which we stood to that Government, 
would te disposed in this case to interfere and en- 
danger the repose of this country. Tae relations 
of this country on her frontier, were becoming 
more and more exciting; exasperation and temper 
were got up, whic exposed us to dangercus peri’; 
and he, for one, deprecated any interposition that 
might lead to aa iaterruption of the relations be- 
tween this country and Great Britain. No one 
could be more deeply impressed with the evils of 
such a calamity than he was—eVils to ourselves, 
evils, calamitous evils, to our country, and also to 
civil liberty. It should be the duty of this Govern- 
ment to jéstrain ail interference with the affairs of 
that Government; and especially to restrain, cau- 
tiously and religiously, all interference with the 
internal political relations of that Government. 
Tne men to whose cases the memorial referred, 
were charged with political crimes, and they were 
not without precedent for the exercise of a hamane 
interference between nations in cases of crime; but 
this was not such a case. And besides, there were 
circumstances of recent occurrence that rendered it 
necessary for us to take a wise and cautious course. 
Oxiy a few days since he was informed an inter- 
ference had taken place on the part of Great Bri- 
lain, in the form of a remonstrance, on a subject 
which was calculated to produce great excitement; 
and he trusted that no department of our Govern- 
ment would do any thing that was likely to justify 
such an interference. If this Government interfered 
on the ground of humanity, in the case of the Ca- 
nadians, might net the British Government inter- 
fere, on the same ground with this Government in 
the ca‘e of those (the Amistal negrovs) recently 
thrown on our shores?’ The unauthorized collec- 
tion of people on our Northern frontier, and 
the resolutions which they had passed, had already, 
to some extent, exposed us to censure, but he trust- 
ed the Senate in iss action would manifest a tem- 
per and a wisdom becoming its character and ils 
position, and he would move that, without printing, 
the memorial, be Jaid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL asked the Senator from Sou'h 
Carolina to withdraw his motion to lay the memo- 
rial on the table for one moment. ~ He had already 
expressed his fears that a compliance with the 
prayer of the memorialists, in the msnner sug- 
gested by them, might aggrava'e, instead of alle- 
viating, the conlition of the persons whose un- 
happy fae had called forth their appl:cation. 
But he woa'd remind the Seaatur from Sonth 
Carol na, that tho-e unfortunate individuals were 
American citizens. Ther c+se bore no resem- 
blance ‘o the case of the Amistad negroes. In re- 
ference to these, he considered the interference of 
ihe British Government to be whoily unjastifiable. 
That was an interference which every Ameri- 
can should condemn. He had read the corre- 
spondence of the British Minister with the Secretary 
cf State with the same feelings which it had pro- 
duced in the Senator from South Carolina. But 
if the President, by an informal iepresentation, 
such as had heretofore been made to the authori- 
ties at Toronto, could mitigate the situation of 
of our own fellow-citizens in Van Dieman’s 
Land, he thought that such a_ representation 
ought to be made. It was not at ail in- 
compatible with the princip'e of non-inter- 
tervention on the part of one nation with the 
domestic affairs of another, to which he most 
cordially subscribed; but, on the contrary, it was 
a proceeding which was demanded by all the 
considerations of bamanity that cou!d appeal with 
just effect to the better feelines of our nature. 

The memoria! was then laid on tke table. 

The special order (the bankrupt bill) was then 
called for, but Mr. CLAY of Alabama hoped the 
Senate would devote a few minutes to the conside- 
ration of a bill which had been postponed yester- 
day at the suggestion of the Senator.from North 
Carolina [Mr. Granam] He alluded to the bill 
from the House to amend an act entitied “An act 
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to authorize the State of Tennessee to issne grap|s 
and perfect titles to certain lands therein ¢e.cribed 
and to settle the claims to the vacant and unappro- 
priated !ands within the same.” 
The bill was accordingly taken up, and Mr. 
GRAHAM proposed to amend it by increase 
the minimum price from 124 cents to $1 25 p+ 
acre, and extending the time to three years, the pro. 
priety of which he enforced at some lengih. 


Mr. ANDERSON said that he would reply very 
briefly to what had been said by the Senator from 
North Carolina, because he was unwilling to con- 
sume, unnecessarily, the precious time of the Se. 
nate, and only desired to state the facts in this case, 
believing that they were unanswerable in support 
of this bill. The Senator had moved two ameni. 
ments: the one was to extend the time for the tina! 
location of the outstanding warrants for three years 
instead of one, and the other was to fix the pr cecf 
the lands at one dollar and twenty-five cents, in- 
stead of twelve andahaif cen's. To both these 
amendments he objecied; because, in the first place, 
they were not demanded ty the circum-tances of 
the case; and, secondly, because, if trey should be 
adopted, the whole bill would be defeated. He 
said that after fifteen years cf difficult struggling in 
the House of Representatives, justice and sound 
policy had fisally prevailed, avd now, for the first 
tume,a bJl for the ultimate disposition of these 
lands, upon proper principles, had _ passe! 
that bedy. Sir, said he, if we smend this 
bill, we put an end to the measure for this 
session. It cannot now again repass in the 
other end of this Capitol; and no man can tell 
how long it may be, before we shall be so near, as 
we now are, to a successful and equitab'e adjust- 
ment of this protracted question. The Senator 
from North Carolina seemed to apprehend that 
some injustice might be done to the Revolutionary 
claimants of that State. But, sir, said he, the facis 
will satisfy every impartial man, that in the dispe- 
sition of these lands the State of North Carolina 
has no more interest than any other cne of the 
States of this Union. The {Revolutionary claims 
of North Carolina were to be provided for, accord- 
ing to the terms of her cession, and the act of 
compromise of eighteen hundred and six, by the 
United States. Sir, they were provided for, aud 
North Carolina declared herself, by a format ac’, 
to have the right of presuming upon a defauli of 
heirs, and of ciaimants, and finished at one bread 
sweep her Revolutionary demands upon Tennessee. 
They were conceded, and ste received that rich ie- 
gecy for her University, which completed the amount 
of more than four millions three hundied thousand 
acres of land she had received, in conformity with 
the cession and compromise ac's. As far as she is 
concerned, sir, there cannot be the slightest shadow 
of objection to the passage of this bill, She has 
had all she ever asked—and I speak not in the spi- 
rit of unkindness to our ancisnt mother, when I say 
‘she has had all she had a right to demand—an‘', so 
far from thinking of a limitation of seven years 
against her, as suggested by her henorable Senator, 
she has had more than forty years within which to 
prepare and mature her claims; and now, when 
she has no more left, is it reasonable to ask us 
to wait, because it is pes:ible there may be one 
or two behind? But we say, upon the best kind of 
evidence, her own act appropriating the last remains 
cf the Revolutionary claims to her own use, that no 
more exist. If there are, she has done an act of 
injastice to her own citizens, and it is neither fit 
nor proper that she should now interfere betwecn 
us and ours. Forl learn, sir, that there are but 
a few thousand acres of warrants issued upon cer- 
tificates of interference, which remain unsatisfied, 
and these are exclusively owned by citizens of Ten- 
nessee. If there be a citizen of North Carolina 
holding any such claim, itis not known, Those 
warrants are now being satisfied. The claimants, 
I am informed, are daily locating them in the dis- 
trict. Besides all this, those cla;mants are within 
th~ limits mostly of that section; and it is unreason- 
able to suppose that their Representatives would be 
williag to do an act of injustice to any of their im- 
mediate constituents, or that they are any less dis 
posed to consult their interests than we are. 

In addition to all this, we have the testimony of 
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the whole Tennessee delegation, in 1832, that the 
expenses of survey of these lands would not be re- 
imbursed by their sale. Among that delegation is 
to be found the name of my respected predecessor, 
who had much knowledge of this subject, as one 
of the early settlers of Tennessee. In connection 
with this testimony, may be found, appended to the 
report of the committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in that year, who examined fully the 
whole subject, the statements of the principal sur- 
veyors, who were intimately acquainted with the 
lands, and who agreed precisely with the views 
there presented. They fix the highest average price 
at twelve and a half cents, 

Sir, said he, it isnot my purpose to protract this 
discussion, and I therefore content myself with re- 
capitulating the facts, which must, I think, impress 
the Senate with Me policy of pas ing this bill. It 
appears by the legislative action of North Caro- 
lina, and other equally high evidence, that all 
her claims, and the claims of her cizens 
have been satisfied by the selection of up- 
wards of four millions, three hundred thou- 
sand aeres of land of the best quality in the 
the State, and that all outstanding warrants, which 
are alone predicated upon certificates of interfer- 
ence, now amounting to only a few thousand 
acres, are also being daily satisfied, atthe will of 
the holders, and will be allowed a further extension 
of twelve months by this bill within wh‘ch to be lo- 
cated, from the date of the action of the Legisla- 
ture of Tennessee. To these facts you have the 
patient submission of Tennessee for more than for- 
ty years, aod surely, surely it will be admitted she 
ought now to be released from a longer postpone- 
ment. We know, also, if one single amen.Jment 
shall prevail, that i' puts an end for this session to 
this bill—that it never can travel throuch the de- 
lays and heavy forms of the House of Repreventa- 
tives. We tinow, too, that it is substantially 
the same bill which had repeatedly passed 
this body, and now, for the first time after 
fifteen years, has passed the other Honse. 
In regard to the proposition to change the price 
from twelve and a half cents to one dollar 
and twenty-five cents, we havea mass of te ti- 
mony that it would be utterly unjust, and would 
place the lands at a higher standard than they are 
intrinsically worth, after having undergone the se- 
lections of more than four millions of acres, by 
men who were the most capable and skilful judges 
of soil. 

With these brief remarks in answer to the hono- 
rable Ssnator from North Carolina, he would 
cheerfully submit the case to the decision of the 
Senate, perfectly confident that they would re- 
lease the State of Tenne.see from the burden un- 
der which she bad long labored. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said, as anxious as he 
was to save the time of the Senate, he must add 
one ortwo remarks to those made by the Senator 
from Tennessee [Mr. Anperson] in reply to the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Gaanam ] The 
first remark he bad to make was, that he thought 
the question ought to be considered settled by 
the former action of this body. He. said 
bills had been passed by the Senate at three 
several sessions of Congress—one of them 
since the commencement of the present sessi n— 
which were decidedly more favorable to the inte- 


rests of Tennessee than the one sent us by the House, 


and now under consideration. Those bills had 
passed, too, with unv-nal unanimity, bat for want 
of time, or not having been reached on the calen- 
dar of tse House, they had failed. He thought, 
Under such circumstances, there ought to be no 
hesitation in the immediate passave of this bill. 
He remarked thatthe amendments wh‘ch were 
proposed by the Senator from North Carolina, if de- 
sirable at all, were not of sufficient importance to 
authorize us to jeopard the bill, by sending it back 
to the House. We allkoow (said Mr.C.) how 
difficult it is to get a measure through that branch 
of Congress, at almost any time—but, more espe- 
cially, at this late period of the session. If it 
should be sent back, which would be the necessa- 
ry consequence of any amendment, however slight, 
it would, in all prcbabiliy, be referred to a 
committee; and, when reported back, it would, 
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very likely, be committed to a Committee of 


the Whole House. If it took this course it 
was very improbable, that it would be taken 
up, or acted on at all, during the session. I: 
was time, he thought, that this question 
about the remnants of the public lands in Ten- 
nessee was settled. The Legislature and the 
people of that Sta‘e had heen appealing to Con- 
gress on the subject for a long time, to his personal 
knowledge, for the last twelve years; and we are as 
well prepared to act definitively now, as we shall 
be at any future time. 


The first of the amendments proposed by 
the Senator from North Carolina was to extend the 
time from one to three years, for claimants under 
the State of North Carolina to present their c'aims 
He begged to remind the Senate that, as the bill 
now steod, those claimants were allowed one year 
for that purpose—not frem the passage of this act, 
but from the passage ofa law by the Legis ature 
of Tennessee, accepting the terms proposed in the 
bill. Hence, claimants would have, in all proba- 
bility, eighteen months’ indulgence, or more—it the 
Legislature should not meet till the ordinary time. 
But, if it only allowed twelve months from the 
passage of this act, what more could be required on 
any principle of justice or fairness? It would be 
recollected, that it was now more than half a cen- 
tury (fifty-one years) since the territory, now 
constituting the State of Tennessee, was ceded to 
the United States by North Carolina. During all 
this time, those claimants had the opportunity of 
preseating ther evidences of title, aud obtaining 
their rights. Although offices for entry had not been 
open the whole of that period continuously, 
they had been opened from time to time—indul- 
gence has been liberal!y granted—and claimants 
have had abundant opportunity to secure their 
rights by the exercise of ihe most oidinary dili- 
gence. There certainty could be no well founded 
complaint, then, that the further time allowed by 
the present bill was too short. 


As regarded the other amendment proposed by 
the Senator from North Carolina—to allow such 
c'aiman's as did not avail themselves of the privi- 
lege of locating their claims within the time al. 
lowed, one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, 
instead of the 124 cents fixed by the bill— 
he thought it as inexpedient as the fermer. 
The land remaining subject to entry was, on all 
hands, agreed to be of very little value—very 
little of it worth as much as 124 cents per acre. 
If claimants had postponed their applications, or 
neglected to establish their claims, unt.] those more 
Viligant and attentive to their interests had taken 
up,and preoccupied all the va'uable land, it was their 
own fault—they had no right to compla'n. If they 
were now to locate, or enter this inferior refuse 
land, they could not sell it for mere than an 
average of 124 cents per acre —consequentiy 
it wouLi be unjust to pay, them $1 25, as propoved. 
The provision of the bill was just and liberal, as it 
stood, when it gave them till twelve months after 
the passage of the act by Tennessee to make their 
entries and loca'ions; and if they even failed to do 
that, it still gave them its estima’ed value in money. 
He thought this ought, in all consc’ence, to be 
satisfactory; and he earnestly hoped the Senate 
woul! not agree to either of the amendments pro- 
posed, nor jeopard this bill, so important to Tennes- 
see, by sending it back to the House. 

Mr. NICHOL‘ ON said he desired to make a 
single remark upon the amendments, in reply to the 
Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Granam ] Af- 
ter this measure, in substantially the same shape, 
had received the sanction of the Senate on three 
different occasions, and each time by decided ma- 
jorities, he would not underiake to discuss its me- 
rits. ‘The motion of his friend from North Carolina 
(Mr. Granam] inreference to striking out twelve 
and a half cents and inserting $1 25.as the com- 
pensation to holders of land warran's, presented a 
question in which Tennessee had no more interest 
than any other State. The bil fixes the price of 
the land at twelve and a half cents, and provides 
that if the holders of warrants shall decline for a 


tion in money of twelve and a half cents per acre. 


year to take lands, they shall receive a compensa-' 
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This compensation must be paid out of the Fede- 
ral Treasury, and now it is proposed that after the 
lands have only broughtinto the Treasury twelve 
and a half cen s per acre, the holdersof warrants 
shall receive out of it $1 25 per acre. He said it 
was for the Senators from all the Siates to deter- 
mine whether they could sanction such a provision. 
It was clear, continued Mr. N. that if the lands 
are only worth 124 cents an acre, as is abundantly 
shown by the ev:dence, then the warrant holdérs 
will not go forward to take the lands, “if you pro- 
vide that in lien of the lands they may claim a com- 
peasation of $1 25 per acre. As to the valae of 
the lands, Mr. N. said he held in his hand the 
evidence on which the Senate had so often fixed 
the price at 124 cents. He would not read it to 
the Senate, but would merely remark that it was 
full and conclusive. 


Mr. N. said he apprehended that the Senator 
from North Carolina was laboring under a mistake 
as to the character of the outs!anding claims pro 
vided for in the bill, He seemed to suppore 
that there were Revolutionary soldiers wh» still 
held warran‘s that were not satified. In this h 
thought the Senator was mistaken. His inf rma- 
ton was, thatthe State of North Caroiina, under a 
law of the State already referred to in the debate, 
had taken the.lists of soldiers enti'led to lands, ani 
had issued warrants for al’, whether living or dead, 
whose names were upon the lists,and whose“e aim; 
did not appear to have been previously satisfied. 
Those warrants were issued in the nam- of her 
university, andevery one of them hai been sats- 
fied. S» that, in fact, he did not beleve that there 
was a soldier or the descendant of a so)dier whose 
claim for lands had not been satisfied. The elass of 
cases which remained un atisfied were cer ificaies of 
interference, and porsibly certificates issued before 
the year 1800, to persons wh + paid specified amounts 
into the treasury of North Carolina, and received 
certificates to be paid in Western lands, This bill 
gives 'o these claimants one year, in aidition tothe 
forty they have now had, to have their claims satis- 
fied out of the lands. 

As tothe merits of the bill, Mr. N. said he 
would not trouble the Senate, after they had so re- 
peatedly determined in itsfavor. Ii wasa measure 
in which the State of Tennessee was great'y inte- 
rested, which she had urged upon Congress year 
after year for more than fourteen years, and he 
hoped that its final passage would not now be en- 
dangered by any amendment which would make it 
necessary to send it back to the other House. 

The question was then taken on the amendments, 
aff they were disagreed !o. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. ANDERSON moved that it have iis thirl 
reading now; which being acceded to, the bill was 
read a third time, and passed—ayes 29, noes 3, as 

follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ben'on, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Claytor, Fulton, Hender- 
son, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives. Roane, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, 
and Young—29. 

NAYS—Me:srs. Graham, Mangum, and South- 
ard—3. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The joint resolution to authorize the Seeretary of 
the Navy to make contracts and atvances for Ame- 
rican water-rotted h»mp for a limited time; 


The bill granting a pension to Pamela Allen, 
widow of the late Samuel Allen, a soldicr of the 
Revolution; and 


The bill to authorize the payment of equila>le 


commissions to the agents or attorneys of persvns . 


in whose favor awards have b-en made under four 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
tained in the Treasury in payment of debts dae the 
United States, were severally read a third time, 
and passed. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the Senate went 
into Executive session, 

And then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weonespay, February 17, 1841. 

Mr. LANE mored that the House take up the 
bill to confirm to the State of Indiana the land se- 
lected for that portion of the Wabash and Erie 
Canal, which lies between the mouth of the Tip- 
peeance river and Terre Haute, and for other pur- 
poses 

Obj ciion being made, 

Mr. LANE moved a suspension of the rules; 
which was seconded. 

And on the question being taken, there appeared 
—ayes 90, noes 54—not two thirds. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

DEFECTIVE LAND PATENTS, 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Pab- 
lic Lands, asked leave to introduce the {vllowing 
bill, viz: 

A BILL to confirm land patents. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all patents fur public lands, which 
bave been issoed from the General Land Office 
since the passing of the act, entitled “An act for the 
establishment oi a General Land Office in the de- 
partment of the Treasury,” passed on the 25th day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
in the name of the President of the United Sjates, 
instead of being ‘in the name of the United States,” 
as prescribed in the eighth section of said act; and 
all patents for public lands, which have been issued 
from the said General Land Office since the passing 
of the act entitled ‘“‘An act to reorganize the Gene- 
ral Land Office,” passed the fourth day of Jaly, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and which 
have been countersigned by the Recorder of the 
General Land Office, or other person acting in his 
stead, instead of being countersigned by the Com- 
mi-sioner ot the General Land Office, as prescribed 
in the act of the twenty-fifth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve; and all patents 
which have been issued from said General Land Of- 
fice since the passing of the act entitled ‘ An act pre- 
scribing the mode by which patents for public lands 
shall be signed and executed,” passed the second day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three,and which have been subscribed by a secretary 
duly appointed, pursuant to the provisions of said 
act, with the printed or written name of the Presi- 
dent prefixed to the personal signature of such se- 
cretary, in the execution of such patents, notwith- 
standing the name of the President may not have 
been wiitien personally by the secretary, shall be 
deemed, taken, and held, good and valid patengs in 
law, and shall have all the force and effect to pass 
trom the United S'ates to the patentee or patentees 
named in such pa’enis, respectively, their heirs, ex- 
eculors, administraters, and, assigns, the lands de- 
scribed therein, as though, in each and all the re- 
spects belore enumerated, the patents, in their form 
and manner of execation, had conformed to the re- 
quirements of law. 


Sec. 2. find be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passing of this act, it shall be the daty of 
the Recorder cf the General Land Office, in addi- 
tion to the duties now required of him by law, to coun- 
tersign all patents issued from said office, instead of 
the same b-ing countersigned by the Commissioner, 
as required by the eighth section of the act entitled 
“An act for the establishment of a General Land 
Office in the Department of the Treasury,” passed 
the twenty-fifth day of April,one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve. 

Objection being made, 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the rules were 
suspended. 

The bill was then read a first and second time, 

And, after some remarks by Messis. LIN- 
COLN, PETRIKIN, CRARY, CRABB and 
GRAVES, 


The question was then stated, Shall the bili be 
read a third time? when 

Mr. CRABB moved that the bill be referred to 
the Commities on the Judiciary; but at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. CASEY withdew his motion, and, by gene- 
ral consent, 

The juither consideration of the bill was post- 
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poned until to-morrow, and it was ordered to be 
printed. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Bett in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making 
appropriation: for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year 1841. The 
question pending was the motion of Mr. Green. to 
strike cut all the items of appropriation having re- 
ference to the Branch Mints of North Carolina, 
Georgia and New Ofleans, and the expenditures 
connected therewith. 

Mr. BYNUM, being entitled to the floor, com- 
menced his remarks by saying that he had deter- 
mined to remain a silent spectator in the House for 
at least one session. His peculiar situation, and 
the recent development of events, had induced him 
to adhere to that resolation. But since he had at- 
tended to the debates in the House, such had been 
the extraordinay, unprovoked, unjust course pur- 
sued by certain gentlemen, that, to remain longer 
silent, when he had an opportunity of speaking, 
would, ia his opinion, be a dereliction of duty—an 
act of treachery, if not treason, to the portion of 
country of which he was the representative on the 
floor of Congress. 

Mr. B. said the immediate proposition before 
the House was to sirike out a small appropriation 
for the continuation of the mints south of the Po- 


‘tomac. It was not the amount of money that 


added consequence to the motion—that was insig- 
nificant within itsef. Had that been the case, he 
would have been the last man in she House to open 
his mouth; but he thought he perceived in this me- 
tion of the gentieman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Green,] (although Mr. B. did not know it was 
even Mr. G’s intention,) an insidious design, an 
insidious atiempt, to sirike down the only prospects 
which the country had for a permanent, constitu- 
tional, and stable currency fer the people of the 
country. 

Particularly and emphatically (said Mr. B.) did 
this proposition affect, most sensibly and deeply, 
the portion of the people of the country whose 1re- 
presentative he was. He alluded to the great grow- 
ing, agricultural, planting, and producing interests, 
which, if he had not mistaken the signs of the 
times, were now prostrated at the feet of the non- 
productive, non-laboring, non-agticulturaljportion 
of the country. 

Mr. B. afier some remarks in regard to the de- 
sign of the framers of the Constitution, said there 
was acertain fowl, which, when chased from the 
fields, set up the cry of “‘caw! caw !!” with as much 
meaning and regularity as the notes of Opposition 
gentlemen in their cry of profligacy! corraption! 
extravagance! as applicd to the present Administra- 
tion. 

Mr. B. then demonstrated the means which were 
at the disposition of those who complained so much 
of the extravagance of the Adminis'ration to 
correct the abuse, and referred to the 
political complexion of several standing commiit- 
tees of the House. Upon the Committee on Ex- 
penditures in the Department of State, there were 
three Whigs and two Demoerats. On the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures in the Depariment of 
the Treasury, three Whigs and two Democrats. 
Oa the Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of War, three Whigs and two Democrats. 
Ona the Commitiee on Expenditures in the Depart- 
ment of the Navy, three Whigs and two Demo- 
crats. On the Committee en Expenditures in the 
Department of the Post Office, three Whigs 
and two Democrats. On the Committee on 
Expenditures on the Public Buildings, three 
Whigs and two Democrats. The chairman 
of each of the committees was a Whie; and Mr. 
B. contended that if all the charges of profi gacy 
and corruption bad been true, there was every op- 
portenity for those who made them to call the com- 
mittees together, and make investigation, and es- 
tablish their position. 

Mr. B. illnstrated the dangerous tendency of a 
Bank of the United States, and showed whereia 
the operations of banking institutions generally 
acted upon the productive interests of the country, 








a 
depressing labor and supporting the non-producers 
at the expense of the laboring portion of the 
country. 

Mr. B. in the course of his remarks, incidentally 
alluded to several other subjects, and proved con- 
clusively, from the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, made in compliance with a resolu‘ion of 
the Senate, that the people had paid a tax to the 
banks, since the organization of the Government 
sufficient to carry on its operations, viz. ' 


Losses by bank failures - - $108,885 721 
Losses by suspensions of specie pay- 

ments by banks, and consequent ’ 

depreciation of their notes - 95,000,000 
Loss by destruction of bank notes, by 

accidents - ve a 
Losses by counterfeit bank note? be- 

yond losses by coin - - 4,444,444 


Losses by fluctuations in bank cur- 
rency affecting prices, extrava- 
gance jn living, sacrifices of pro- 
perty, and by only a part of the 
other incidents to the banking sys- 
tem, not computed above, at least 150,000,000 


Making, in all - - $365,451,497 





Mr. B. replied to the remarks of several gentle- 
men who had preceded him; and concluded by ex- 
pressing the opinion, that should the Independent 
Treasury law be repealed, (which he would consider 
tantamount to a repeal of the Constitution,) a Na- 
tional Bank would be erec'ed upon its ruins, and 
wield its sceptre over the country, and make its 
power perpetual 

(The remarks of Mr. B. are ia a course of 
preparation, and will be given hereafter. } 

Mr. TILLINGHAST advocated the amendment. 
He considered the Mint at Philadelphia sufficient 
for all practical purposes, and that these branch 
mints, at sueh distant portions of the Republic, 
were a useless expense. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina opposed 
the amendment. He was in faver of giving 
the branch mints a fair trial, befcre aboli-hing 
them. 

Mr. HABERSHAM also oppored the amend- 
ment, and replied with much force to the objections 
raised by Mr. Tittinenast. 

Mr. EVERETT cbjected to the proposition to 
stuike out, for so long as the law authorizing these 
mints existed, the House was bound to make the 
appropriation. If gentlemen objected to them, the 
proper course was to repeal the law. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said that he would add 
a few remarks to those made by his colleague from 
Habersham county. 

I find, Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. C.) the esta- 
blishment of these branch mints to have been a 
part of your policy for several years. The motion 
to strike out involves a change. To justify this 
change, it should be shown or admitted by the friends 
of the policy, that the reasons for creating them were 
unfounded, or that those reasons have failed to 
operate. What were those reasons? The gentle- 
man from Vermont has intimated to you, ashe did 
last session, that one reason was to protect the la- 
boring classes in the gold region. This I do not 
agree to; for, with equal propriety, the same might 
be assigned as a reason for establishing the princi- 
pal Mint at Philadelphia, which was established be- 
fore the discovery of gold in North Carolina and 
Georgia. 

Again: foreign gold is not taxed by this law to 
enhance the value of our gold, but competes fairly 
at the Mint with the domestic. Therefore, the idea 
of protection is misapplied here. The presumption 
is that the objects of the law were to diffuse a me- 
tallic currency amongst the mass of the peop'e, and 
to give to those States which produced the gold the 
full benefits of that product, free of the taxation in- 
cident to an exportation to a foreign market. This, 
sir, is carrying out the principles of free trade on 
terms of equality. 

But establish your Mint exclusively at Philadel. 
phia, and what is the effect? The entire product of 
gold in Georgia, Nérth Carolina, Alabama, and 
Tennessee, will be shipped to Philade)phia, just as 
cotion, rice, or tobacco is to New York or Europ 
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before it will .become available as money. This 
nvolves the cost of discounts, commissions, insu- 
rance, and freight; so that a man in Georgia, after 
essing himself of the specific metal, will not be 
rmitted to cownt it Out as money, until he shall sub- 
mit to all these items of cost. This, too, will be 
by the operation of your laws. And to what end? 
Why, sir, that your Government agents at Phila- 
de!phia may have the benefit of the deposite and 
coinage of his money—a benefit which heretofore 
has been worth to your bank agencies hundreds of 
thousands. 5 

The cost of a branch mint, therefore, of 46,0 
a year, is a tax for protection, (you say,) though the 
man who buys pays no more for the coin; and yet 
the tax which would be paid by the producer of the 
gold, for the bene f your Philadelphia agencies, 
by which he receives less, is no protection to your 
great city and its United States Bank. This, sir, 
is a fair specimen of Bank logic, and is based on 
the universal assumption that whatever is given, er 
loaned, or paid to the Bank, is rightfully bestowed. 

You will perceive, therefore, that the reference 
of this motion to a Uniled States Bank policy, by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Bynum,] is 
exceedingly appropriate. All the active operations 
of that institation were, and will be, on Govern- 
ment funds and private deposites. Tie former are 
of specie, (Georgia and North Carolina gold, for 
instance,) er bank notes commanding specie. The 
amount involved in the operations of the branch 
mints is worth contending for, being from half toa 
million of dollars annually in United States gold, 
besides foreign coin. This will form an important 
item in the specie exhibit of your Bank. 

Another basis of the active operations of such a 
Bank has been, and will be, cotton, rice, and to- 
bacco. By these it has controlled, and will con- 
trol, the foreign exchanges. By the gold products 
and other deposites of your Government, it will 
control your domestic exchanges, and realize 
thereon what profits it may deem prudent. 

So far, then, as profits are to be derived from the 
natural products, whether of cotton, rice, tobacco 
or gold, as a medium of exchanges, foreign or do- 
mestic, it is, by the policy of this law, held to be 
just and fair that those profits should fall into the 
hands of the laborers, merchants, or monical insti- 
tations of that people whose soil and climate, work 
and labor, care and diligence, produce those com- 
modities. This is the principle of the existing law, 
and yet gentlemen say this is protection. Yes, sir, 
it is protection—protection to free trade and equal 
rights; that is all; and for that only your Govern- 
ment was formed. 

Another item of expense, sir, 1 would here men- 
tion, by no means the leas’, which would be visited 
on those hardy yeomanry who dig gold, if you dis- 
pense with your branch min's. It is the exchange 
of pure gold for bank bills which wear out, or burn 
up, or prove worthless by bank suspensions 
or bank breakages. A great safeguard and facility 
to the inhabitants where gold is produced, arising 
from its coinage in their vicinity, is an easy, cheap, 
and certain and safe currency for domestic use. 

And now, as the location of your coinage brings 
advantages and facilities to those amongst whom it 
takes place, in realising it in money free of cost, 
in the facilities of currency, &c. it becomes a ques- 
tion not of protection but of alernative right and 
choice, in whose favor you will decide—the people 
who dig the gold, or the bankers, brokers, and mer- 
chants of Philadelphia. By establishing your 
branch mints, you have determined, according to 
equity and justice, to distribute a portion of these 
benefits to the gold diggers; and now the proposition 
is to reassume the little you have yielded, and that 
before you have fairly tested your policy of giving 
up. And why? It is answerd: Ist. For economy. 
2d. For reform im Executive patronage, to dimi- 
nish the chances of corruption. I, sir, am for re- 
form, whenever it can be effected. But what will 
be the nature of the reform in this case? As I have 
shown, it will be from bad to worse, both in princi- 
ple and in practice. In principle, because it will 
require the producer of goli, at the price of taxa- 
tion, to convert it into prpes money, which will be 
less sound and safe because of this very act of ta- 
king his gold to deposite in a bank in Philadelphia, 





instead of permilling it to circulate in his own 
neighborhood. 

Experience proves this, sir; for, prior to establish- 
ing your branch mints, the people in that part of 
my State were confined to paper currency almost 
entifely; and, notwithstanding they daily handled 
the precious metals, they were compelled to give it 
for paper, as if paper was really the thing of value. 

Since the operation of the mint, the gold is used 
as coin, being convertible without cost. And even 
last summer, in the midst of suspension, that part 
of Georgia was supplied with specie change. 

But this reform will be from bad to worse in 
practice, too—since, to rid yourself of these branch 
mints and their officers, all of whom you have pre- 
sumed would be corrupted, you will throw your 
funds on deposile in some vast reservoir—a bank 
vault, for instance, (I believe the mover of this is 
for repealing the Sub-Treasury, for creating a 
United Siates Bank, and for restoring the deposites, ) 
where, by the facility of expansions, one million 
may become three, for the benefit of your great 
city and its favorite bank—which, with its officers 
and dependants, you never suspect of of corruption. 

This, sic, will be the practical reformation. I 
would have Georgians and Georgia Representa- 
tives to look toit. This product of Georgia will 
be one i'em in the basis of issue, and the cotton, 
rice, and tobacco, another. In deficiency of these, 
the State stocks will be invoked to aid them. 

If, sir, this argument of “economy” is to prevail, 
let it be examined, and it proves too much or too 
little. It proves too much, because you can coin 
all your gold and silver cheaper far at Charlot’e 
and Dahlonega, or either, than at Philadelphia. 
Therefore, the principal Mint shou!d be abolished. 
Sell your property at Philadelphia, give us the use 
of the proceeds, and we will do all your coinage 
free of expense. 

Again: Coinage is a dead expense any way 
you may manage, and does not pay for itself. By 
the Same argument, you would coin nowhere; since, 
on a score of dollars and cents, you would find it 
cheaper to let other nations or individuals coin. 

Again: If you abolish these cfficves because they 
are an expense, what will become of the thousand 
and one offices, judicial, civil, financial, and milita- 
ry, which bring you in no money annually? 

Sir, this argument will not do, I now preceed 
to shew that, so far as the policy you set out with 
is just and true, instead of being disappointed, you 
may expect all your reasonable hopes to be re- 
alized. 

First, then, my colleague who sits on my right 
{Mr. Hott] now suggests to me that, by intelli- 
gence received last night, it appears “that by very 
recent discoveries there are developments making 
in the gold region of Georgia never before antici- 
pated.” This, in part, I witnessed last summer. 
And here I read from the document of the House, 
giving a report of the operations of the mint, to 
show this committee what it seems unapprized of, 
to wit: For the three years during which the branch 
mints have been operating, the two at Dahlonega 


and Charlotte have coined nearly twe-thirds of all | 


the Uniled States gold coined in the Union during 
that time—the entire amount of American gold 
coined being from $420,000 to $45,000, of which 
+those two branches have coined about $230,000. 
And of the $170,000 American gold coined at Phi- 
ladelphia last year, ninety odd thousand was the 
product of Georgia. 

Now, sir, but for the high exchanges produced 
by bank suspensions, and the operationof an order 
atthe Mint forbidding less sums than $100 to be 
coined at the brauches, $80,000 of that $90,000 
would have been coined at Dahlonega. Add this 
to what it did coin, say $126,000, and you would 
have had over $200,000 coined at that branch. 

As to the product of gold and its prospects. In 
1837, the year before these branches were in ope- 
ration, the tetal of United States gold was 
$282,000. Since that time the annual average has 
been near half a million. And at Dahlonega in 
particular, it is decidedly increasing. 

Now, sir, I beg to estimate an increase for the 
next year, founded on the presumption that the 
banks will not again suspend, for if they do, bul- 
lion will be shipped as exchanges rise,instead of be- 











ing coined at home. Here is the estimate: $125,000 
present product. This will be increased 25 per 
cent by increase of labor, new developments, and 
increased facilites. In round sum, $31,000. One 
half of what went to Philadelphia to be coined 
will be coined at home, say $45,000, making the 
total coinage at Dahlonega $201,000 in the year 
next ensaing. 

This is liable to be diminished by the general of- 
der from the principal Mint, and the limitation of 
the current deposite at Dahlonega to be ased to 
forward the operations there. 

Now, sir, in the failure of any of reasons of your 
policy, or with no disappointed hopes, it remains to 
see who will abrogate the measure. The party 
which adopted it cannot; and those who have 
declined to support it heretofore, I presume,will not 
now do it. 

If it should be done, I for one will look after the 
gold produced in Georgia, till it finds its stop- 
ping place in the vaults of a United Siates 
Bank; and I will then reckon up the cost of putting 
and keeping it there, and call on some one to 
tell me who pays the cost and who divides the profits. 

‘About the same time too, if in life, 1 will watch 
the course our cotton will take, and inquire into 
the results which thereby will fall on the planters 
as well as the reasons that will have goveroed its 
course in trade. . 

After some explanations from Mr. TILLING- 
HAST, 

Mr. STANLY made some brief remarks, aed 
cencluded by sending an amendment to the desk, 
which amendment the Cuair decided way not in 
order. 

Mr. GRAVES followed, and also made some 
brief remarks. 

Mr. DAWSON, after some observations in rela- 
tion to the wide latitude the debate had taken, op- 
posed the proposition to strike out the appropriation 
tor branch mints, and exposed the fallacy of the ar- 
gaments uiged in favor of it. It had been said 
that these branch mints did not pay their expenses; 
but would gentlemen of the North say that their 
numerous custom houses and ports of entry paid 
their expenses? No, they could not. Bat the cus- 
tom houses, like the branch mints, were erected for 
the convenience of the country, and not solely in 
consideration of doliars andcents. Mr. D. went 
on to show that the same argumeat would apply to 
post offices and other institutions, established, not 
for profit, but for the convenience of the people. 
In conclusion he submitted to his friends all round 
whether they thought steam enough had not been 
jet off, and whether they had not better take the 
question at once. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON made an expianation as 
to the vote he should give. He considered that 
Congress ought noftto scatter the institutions for 
coining money all over the Union, merely because 
it had the power to do it. He was in favor of 
having but one mint for coining the goid of the 
country, unless that gold should be found in greater 
quantity. 

After some remarks from Mr. GRAHAM, the 
question on striking out the clause in question was 
taken by tellers, and decided in the negative—Ayes 
53, noes 73. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the committee 
then rose and reported progresss. 

Tne House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, February 18, 1841. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the following reso- 
lutions, passed by the Legislature of the State of 
Maine; which were read: 

RESOLVES IN RELATION TO THE CURRENCY. 

1. Resolved, That the policy of this country, in 
public and private financial matters, has always 
been to maintain a mixed money of paper and 
metals, the latter forming the basis of the former; 
that bank paper, convertible into specie at the plea- 
sure of the holder, is a safe and convenient cur- 
rency; and any change of policy tending to substi- 
tate an entire metallic currency, would be injarious 
in its effects, and impracticable in its execution. 

2. Resolved, That for the interest of the whole com- 
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munity, as well as for the purposes of the Trea- 
sury, it is essential that the nation should possess a 
currency of uniform value, credit and use, 
wherever it may circulate; that the Constitution has 
entrosied Congress exclusively with the power of 
creating and regulating a curiency of this descrip- 
tion; and that measures should be taken by Con- 
gress in execution of this power, to relieve the 
country from the evils and embarrassments of the 
“present deranged condition of the currency, by es- 
tablishing one equally useful to the people and to 
the Government, and ef uniform value and credit 
in every State in the Union. 

3. Resolved, That the act of Congress in relation 
to the collection, keeping, and disbursement of the 

ublic money, approved on the fuurth day of July 
ast, commonly denominated the Independent or 
Sub-Treasury act, was uncalled for by the people, 
and is against the genius of our free institutions, 
tending io substitute a metallic for our present mixed 
currency, and ought forthwith to be repealed. 

4. Resolved, That if the alternative is necessarily 
presented of a National Bank, with all the restric- 
tions that a people jealous of their liberties would 
require in such an institution, and the exisiing 
Sub-Treasury sysiem, we are in favor of the for- 
mer, and opposed to the latter. 

5. Resolved, That we deprecate a national debt, 
and direct taxation in time of peace, to provide 
means to defray the ordinary expentlitures of the 
General Government; that there should be a revi- 
sion and adjustment of the tariff, so as at once to 
furnish a revenne equal to the necessary expendi- 
tares, and to encourage and protect American in- 
dustry. 

6. Resolved, That a bill providing for a just and 
equal distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands among the several States, commends itself to 
our consideration as an act of jastice dae alike to 
all, and ought to pass into a law. 

7. Resolved, That the Hon. Revew Wits, 
previous to his election to the Senate of the United 
Sia'es, having declared and published that it is the 
duty of the elected to carry into effect the will of 
his constituents, if he is instructed what that will 
is, or resign his trust, we, tterefore, hereby instruct 
him that the foregoing resolutions express the will 
of his constituents. 


8. Resolved, That our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress be requested to vote for any bill 
or proposition now before Congress calculated to 
carry into effect the principles contained in the 
foregoin resolutions, and to introduce and support 
such measures as sha'l accomplish the same objec’, 
if not now before Congress. 

9. Resolved, That the Governer be requested to 
transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to each 
of our Senators and Representatives in Ccngress 
from thi: State. 

The resolut ons were then, on mction by Mr. 
WILLIAMS, laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr. MOUTON presented a memorial of Kohn, 
Daron and Company, praying that the duty on 
certain silks may be refunded; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented, at the request of the 
Delezate from lowa, a preamb'e and resolutions 
unanimously adopted by citizens of the county of 
Dubuque, claiming a right of pre-emption denied 
them by the Commissioner ef the General Land 
Office; which was referred to the Committce on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. al:o presented a memorial from Gen. T. 
S. Jesup, stating that, by an error in the printing 
of a certain document, much injury had been done 
him, and pray.ng such redress as Congress, in its 
wisdo’», may think proper to accord; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of E 
Gonon, submited a report accompanied by a bill 
to authorize the Secretary of War to cause experi- 
ments to be made in a system ef telegraphs; which 
was read and ordered to a sscond reading, and the 
report ordered to be printed. 

The resolution submitted on Tuesday by Mr. 
Norve i to admit ladies to the privileged sea's on 
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the floor of the Senate, was laid on the table—Ayes 
21, noes 20. 

The resolution submitied on Tuesday by Mr. 
Hosparp, relative to the ele¢tion of Printer, was 
taken up, and Mr. HUBBARD briefly gave the 
reasons fcr its adoption, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought the Congress to 
come into existence afier the 4th of March next, 
would be as competent to elect a printer for iiself 
as the present body was to electa printer forit. Bat 
as the ostensible object was to carry out what was 
supposed to be a compulsory and obligatory act of 
Congress, ke thought it becane necessary to con- 
sider what that act was, and the practice of this 
and the other branch of Congress under it. The 
act was in the form of a joint resolution of the 
two Houses, which, sanctioned by the President, 
had the force of law. He then quoted the origi- 
nal resolution of 1819, and traced the action of 
Congress under it to ihe present time, and showed 
that in the Senate, in every instance, the printer 
had been elected at the close of the preceding ses- 
sion; and in the House thr same course had been 
followed until 1833, when a motion was made in the 
House of Representatives to lay it on the table, and 
next to postpone it; and subsequ:ntly it was treated 
as a dead letter, by the House, for it refused to be go- 
verned by it. And now there were three things that 
were worthy of consideration: First, was the resolu- 
tion compulsory)? If that question were answered in 
the nezative, the next question was, was it necessary 
now to appoint a printer; and if not, was it expe- 
dient to doso? The resolution was originally. in- 
tended to have the force of law, and it was intended 
with this object, that when Congress got together 
it should have the means of causing its work to be 
done, and that the printer should have authority 
for doing it. The law then was intended to be ob- 
ligatory; but one branch of Congress had violated 
it, and now they were not bound to act under it; in 
his judgment there was nothing compulsory in that 
law as it stood, with the practice of the House of 
Representatives uncer it. And if not compulsory, 
was theie any necesi'ty to act under it? -There 
was no necessity, for they had a printer appointed 
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for the period intervening between this day and the | 


4:h of March; and it was known that the Senate 
would meet on that day, when such provision could 
be made as the Senate might deem requisite. Was 
it then expedient? On the 4th of March the politi- 
cal complexion of that body would be changed, 
and if the Senate, in a fortnight from this date, 
should reverse the act of the present Senate, if this 
resolution should be acted upon, by the exercise of 
its constitutional rizht in the appointment of a 
printer for itself, there would be raised a ery of 
proscription, and a demand wou!d be made for 
compensation for the !oss of the appointment. 
Now, ke, for one, and he spoke only for one, 
should not, at any future period, consider this 
election (if an election should take place.) 
as inter’ering with the appointmest of one 
by the next Senate, and he hoped one of the first 
acts of that body would be to reinstate itself in its 
constitutional rights, and appoint a_ printer for 
itself. Ele should, therefore, move that the consi- 
deration of this resolution be postponed until the 
4th of March next. 

Mr. HUBBARD desire 1 to answer ‘he objections 
of the Senator from Connecticut, who had occupied 
the principal part of the morning hour in mak- 
ing his objections known, but, in justice to the Se- 
nator from Missouri (Mr. Benton} who intenced 
to address the Senate on the Bankrupt bill, he 
conld not now have the opportunity to doso. It 


was, however, his inten'ion to take an early oppor- 


tunity to answer the honorable Senator fally, and, 
therefore, he shonld now ask the Senate to strike 
out the word ‘*Thursday,” the day on which he 
had proposed that the clection should take place, 
leaving the blank to be fille! up hereatter, for he 
apprehended they were to have a Jong ¢ebate upon 
the resolution, and next to lay the reso'ution on the 
table, which he promised he would call upon again 
to-morrow. 

The Senate concurred, and then proceeded with 
the debate on 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. 
Mr, BENTON being intitled to the floor, ad- 
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dressed the Senate for two hours in favor of the 
proposition to inclade banking institutions within 
the operation of a bankrupt law. ~ 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama next rose, and said he 
proposed to make a few remarks, but, at the re 
quest of Mr. MANGUM, gave way to a preposi- 
tion for an adjournment, 

And the Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 18, 1841. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIES, of Pennsylvania, it 
was ordered that henceferth the House will take 
a daily recess from half-past two to four o’elock, 


p. m. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to suspend the 
roles, and that the House resolve itself into Com. 
miitee of ihe Whole on the stq@ of the Union, with 
a view to proceed with the consideration of the bil] 
making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
— expenses of the Government for the year 
1841. 

Mr. STANLY requested Mr. Jones to give way, 
to enable him to offer the following amendment, 
moved by him on yesterday: 

“And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be directed to institute an inquiry into 
the operations of the branch mints at Charlotte, 
Dahlonega, and New O.leans, and to inform the 
House of Representatives, early in the month of 
December next, whether these mints have answere{ 
the purpose of their creation; what amount of gold 
and silver has been coined at each of these branches. 
And the said Secretary is further directed to inform 
this House whether the Mint at Philadelphia is not 
competent to do all the coinage necessary for the 
purposes of the country; and whether future opera- 
tions at the branch mints may not be dispensed 
with, without injury to the public service, And 
also, whether it be not practicable to dispose of the 
present cos'ly buildings and machinery, without 
any considerable loss to the Governmen!. And it 
shall also be the duty of the Seeretary to communi- 
cate such other and further information in relation 
to the branch mints as may, in his opinion, tend to 
enlighten Congress in deci‘ing the question of their 


- continuance er discontinuance.” 


Mr. JON&S said the proposition of the honora- 
ble member had beeff decided by the Chair to be 
out of order, when offered by him as an amend- 
ment to the bill, and that it must have been obvious 
at the time, that in addition to the fact that it was 
out of order, gentlemen were preparing to debate it; 
and that at this late peri: d of the session, with most 
of the appropria ion bil's to act on, he could not 
eon ent that any business should take precedeuce of 
those bills. 

The House then resolved itsself into a Commit- 
tee of the Who'e on the state of Union, (Mr. Bet. 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. GREEN, after some remarks, moved to 
strike out the following item: 

“For compensaticn to the officers and clerk of 
the branch mint at Dahlonega, Georgia, six thou- 
sand dollars.” 

Mr. ALFORD oppored the motion. It seemed 
tohim suicidal. He hoped gentlemen would not 
urge their persecuting measures; for, if the mint 
should be continued, in place of British gold, we 
should have American gold. The internal re- 
sources of Geo:gia had begun to be developed by 
ihe operation of the Government; and he hoped 
they would not be nipped in the bud. He there- 
fere trosted that the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Green] would withdraw his motion. 

After some explanatious by Messrs. NESBIT, 
ALFORD, and COOPER, 

Mr. BLACK having been ¢etained from bis seat 
by indisposition at the time Mr. Nessit said his 
speech, asked leave now to propound a question 
to his houorable colleague. Has he said, (remarked 
Mr. B ) direcily or indirectly, that I have misiepre- 
sented him infactorin substance, in my printed 
speech, published in the Globe in reply to the speech 
he had delivered ou the Treasury note bill? 

Mr. NESBIT replied, that if his colleague had 
been in his seat, where he ought to have been, he 
wouly have beard what he did say, He had said 








that the gentleman’s speech was calculated to mis- 
lead public opinion asto what he (Mr. N.) had 
said, and as to his position oa the tariff question. 

Mr. BLACK denied that he had done his col. | 
league any injustice. He had inserted 1m his speech 
a written explanation handed bim by that gentle- 
man as to his course, and then had shown that, in 
his opinion, the measures advocaed by his col- 
league did not comport with his profess‘ons. Be- 
sides, Mr. Nespit’s speech is not printed as it was 
delivered. He had omitted to print many material 
things that he ut tered on the floor, and one of the 
most materiai of them was, that there was achange 
of opinion in the State of Georgia relative to the 
tariff, which he attribu'ed to “the events of the last 
summer.” I assert that he did utier these identical | 
words; and I now ask him, distinctly, whether he 
does or does not @eny that he used these words? 

Mr. NESBIT said, he would not submit to any 
farther catechism, 

Mr. BLACK. So far from misrepresenting him, 

I have truly sta‘ed him in all essential particulars; 
and no. man can say that the printed speech, bad 
as it is, isthe speech which was delivered here. 
To the spoken speech I replied, and I dény that I 
have done him any injustice. 

‘ Mr.STEENROD then addressed the committee. 
He alluded to the fairness and liberality of the 
Chair in conducting the deba‘e; and also to the 
patty excitement which existed during the late 
Presidential canvass. He had hoped, now that the 
election was over, and the excitement had subsided, | 
tbat certain gentlemen weuld have come to Con- 
gress to carry eut the principles of economy and 
reform to which they had professed such ardent 
attachment before the people; -but ke doubted 
whether these professions of economy and reform 
corresponded with the principles which the same 
gentleman here sustained. 

Mr. S. then adveried to the several preposit ons, | 
1. For an extra session of Congress; 2. The dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
Jands among the States; and 3. An increase of the 
expenditures for the public service: and said he 
deemed these propositions as questionable eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. S. then stated the policy of the Gov-rnment 
to be a reduced revenue anda limited expendi- 
ture, and demonstrated that this was the policy 
established under the preceding and present Admi- 
nistrations, and referred to the compromise act of | 
1833, and the distribution act of 1836, as establish- 
ing this policy. He also referred to the high con- 
sideration given to those acts by the country, as 
well as by the representa'ives of the people. Al- | 
though gentlemen had avowed their disposition to 
adhere to this po'icy, (saii Mr. S.) still the princi- | 
ples they contend for are ealculated to undermine it. | 

Mr. S. then .adverted to the oft repeated charges | 
against the past and present Acministrations, of | 
neglecting the public service—the army, the navy, | 
furtificatioas, &c.—and showed, by a reference to 
documents, that a liberal policy had been pursued | 
towards those interests; that the vesse!s of thenavy | 





and the naval force had been nearly doubled, the 
naval stores increased, the apprentice system adopt- 
ed in the navy, and the navy yards considerably 
improved. Under the acts of 1832, 1836, and 
1838, large appropriations had beea made for forti- 
fications, and for erecting new furts and repairing 
old ones. 

Mr. 8. then replied te the remarks ‘of Mr. 
Graves in relation to the increase of the number of 
officers of the Government, and animadverted in 
detail upon the subject, showing that such measure 
had been rendered necessary by the growing neces- 
sities of our extended country. 

Mr. 8. feared, from what he bad recently wit- 
nessed in the House, that the past policy was to be 
abandoned, and that the powers of the Government 
were tu be increased beyond what was warranted 
by the Constitution; and, in connection with this 
subject, referred to the disposition here manifested 
to seize on the money power, the taxing power, 
and the appointing power of the Executive, to in- 
crease the strength of the Government beyond what 
was warranted by the Constitation. 

Mr. 8. concluded his remarks by referring to his 
past opposition to the incoming President, and his 
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reasons for it; and expressed the fervent hope that 
General Hartison would administer the Govern- 
ment in accordance with iis past policy. 

After some fur.her remarks by Messcs. GRAVES, 
WARREN, and COOPER of Georgia, 

And it now being hall past two o’clock, 

The House, in pursuance of the order of to- 
day, took a recess until fopr o'clock. 





[Evenina Sxssion.]} 
After the recess, 
Mr. WADDY THOMPSON beirg entitled to 
the floor, but declining to speak, 


The question was taken on the motion of Mr.» 


GREEN to strike out the appropriation for the 
branch mint in Georgia, and it was decided in the 
negative. 

Oa motion of Mr. W.C. JOHNSON, the bill 
was amended, by the insertion of an item appro- 
priating $3,000 for carrying into effect the act 
passed on the 8th instant, making temporary pro- 
visions for lunatics in the District of Columb‘a. 
Mr. J. explained that the above amendment was 
necessary, owing to the bill in question being so 
vaguely worded, that it could not be carried into 
effect. 

Mr. HUNT moved to strike out the following 
proviso: 

Provided, however, That the district attorneys of 
the United Siates, in and for the s-veral districts, 
the clerks and marshals respectively of the same, 
shall render an account quarter yearly, each and 
every year hereafter, to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, of all fees, emo!uments, and receipts, of 
every name and nature whatever by them respec- 
tively received, by virtue of their said offices; which 
account shall be rendered upon cath or affirmation, 
and shall be in such form, and supported by such 
preofs as the Secretary of the Treasury, in his 
judgment, may prescribe for the purpose of en- 
forcing the prc visces hereinafter named, that is to 
lay: If it shail appear that the salaries, fees, emo- 
suments, receipts, and earnings, of any of the said 
attcrneys, shall exceed the sum of dollars, 
then such attorneys shall pay such excess into the 
Treasury of the United States for general purposes 
of the Government; and if the salaries, fees, emc- 
luments, or earnings, of any of said clerks, shall 
exceed doliars, then the excess shall, in 
like manner, be paid ito the Treasury for the 
purposes afcreeaid; and if the salaries, earnings, 
fees, and emoluments, of any of the said marshals, 
shall exceed the sum of dollars, then such 
excess shall also be paid into the Treasury for pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Mr. HUNT said he intendednin gocd faith, 
to car.y out asystem of retrenchmeh aad reform, 
but it would be a sys'em to benefit te people sn! 
lighten their burdens. This proviso proposed no 
such relief, but to loave the fees as-high and oner- 
cus as ever, taking to the Government ihe larger 
portion of them to replenish its bankrupt and ex- 
hausted Treasury. It proposed taxing the poor 
and unfortunate, those least able to bear burdens 
for itsown sapport. The true remedy was a fee 
bill properly framed, and if no one else would 
bring forward such a bill, he would himself move 
in the subject at the earliest opportunity which pro- 
mised any action. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said, he had no desire 
to resort to any measure by which the officers of 
Government should not receive a full equivalent 
for services performed. But he was not aware, 
untilan advanced period of the last session, that 
the emoluments of these officers were a tenth part 
of what they really were. It was not the in‘ention 
of the committee to interfere with the regular sala- 
ties awarded to these cfficers by law, but merely to 
limit the amount received in the shape of perqui- 
sites. 

Mr. J. proceeded to say that, from a statement of 
facts presented in relation to ihe fees of those « fii- 
cers, it would 2ppear that the amount receive by 
them for personal services, was enormous. What 
would the gentleman think of a single clerk, in the 
Southern District of New York, receiving fees, in 
the course of one year, to the amount of above 
nineteen thousand dollars? What would he think of 
a District Attorney, in the State of New York, re- 
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ceiving above twenty cight theusand dollars per an- 
nom in the shape of fee:? Alco, of a certain mar- 
shal of a District in Mississipp, rec-iving e ghty- 
Seven thousand dollars per annum and upwards? 


Shali I be told by the gentlemen from New York, 


said Mr. J. that be is anxious for retrenchment and 
reform, and ye? be told that this sysiem does not re- 
quire the pruning knife? 


Mr. BROWN of Mississippi objected to his con- 


stituents being relieved from the extortionate fees 
of the marsha! in any such way as that proposed 
in the bill. 
nate debiors, jt would be merely placing the fees 
in the public Treasury, instead of Jeaving them in 
the hands of the marshal. 
duced so that the poor debtors, and not the Govern- 
ment, shou'd have the benefit of the reduction. 


For instead of relieving the unfortu- 


He wished the fees re- 


Mr. EVANS contended that the proviso could 


not be properly admitted into the bill before the 
comunittee, and when a proposition shoald be made 
for filling up the blanks, he would make that as a 
point of order. 
the fees did not amount toso much as was sup- 
posed, there being many deductions, e'c. 


He then endeavored to show that 


After some remarks from Mr. BRIGGS, in 


which he urged the impropriety of attempting to 
act on so intricate a subject at this late period of 
the session, 


Mr. STANLY took the floor, and moved to 


strike out the enacting c'ause of the bill; which 


motion tovk precedence of the motion previou-ly 
pending. 
Mr. § after advocating at some length the ne- 


cessity for a National Bank, a duty on wines and 
silks, distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands, &c. spoke in re‘ation to the fourth instal- 


ment, and said that it ought to be pad to the States, 
for they were undoubtedly entitled to it. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON considered himself 
under no obligation to vote to pay the fourth m- 
stalment. Hehad voted for the law alluded to, as 
a depo ie act only. 

Mr. PICKENS said it was a deposite act on its 
face. 

Mr. STANLY replied that it was a distribution 
bl, notwithstanding it was entitled “An act to re- 
guiate the public deposites;’ and it was so called to 
avoid O!d Hickory’s veto upon it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, according to his 
recollection—for he was in Congress when the act 
was passed—it was modified expressly to meet the 
views of General Jackson. Its character was a 
distribution bill, but the b:ll underwent a modifica- 
tion so as to avoid the President’s veto. Mr. U. 
remarked that he had voted for it as a distribution 
bill. 

Mr. PICKENS said the gen'leman was mistaken. 
The bill was on'y so modified as to give the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury the power to recall from the 
States such ra'e2ble propor'ions of the ceposites as 
might be required by the necessities of the Tiea- 


sury. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON then alluded to the origin 
of the bill; and said that it was discussed in the mess 
to which he at that time belonged, and every mem- 
ber of it was of the opinion that it was, bona fide, a 
deposite bill. Such was the intention of the author 
ot the measure; and Mr. T. could not have voted 
for it under any other circums‘ances. 

Mr. STANLY having concluded his remarks, 

Tae committee rose, reported progress, and asked 
leave tosit again. 

Mr. EASTMAN tten moved that the House 
again resolve itself into a committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, on the “bili to extend for 
five years the act, approved July 7, 1838, granting 
half pay anti pensions to wide w..” 

And pending the motion, 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, at 9 o'clock, 


.m. 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Farpay, February 19, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitied to the Se- 
nate a letter from the honorable Juha Tyler, Vice 
President of the United States elect, noutying his 
receipt, by special messenger, of the official nutifi- 
cation of his election; which was read, 
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Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying the imposition of 
a daty on foreign silks; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented resolutions of the 
Legislatare of Delaware in favor of an alteration 
of the Constitution, so as to make the President in- 
eligible for a second term; which were read, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 


to which was referred the House bill making far-- 


ther appropriation for the payment of horses lost in 
the military service of the United States, reported 
the same without amendment. 


Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- 
volstionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
James McCrory; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 


The bill for the relief Samuel R. Slaymaker was 
read a third time and pasred. 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution to elect a Public Printer for the 
27th Congress, the motion pending being that made 
by Mr. Hontinar wn to postpone its further consi- 
deration until the 4th of March next; when 


Mr. HUBBARD, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate as follows: 


Mr. Presipent: When I presented the resolu- 
tien, (now before the Senate,) merely designating 
the time for proceeding to the election of a Public 
Printer, little indeed did I suppose that it would 
meet with any opposition. I knew well the exist- 
ing statutory provision upon the subject. I knew 
well what had been the uniform, the invariable, 
po of this body with reference to this matter. 

knew well the history conmected with the intro- 
duction and the passage of the resolution of 
March 1819; and, with a knowledge of these 
facis, I could not have anticipated the slightest ob- 
jection to the adoption of the resvlution now before 
us: but so itis. The Senator from Connecticut, 
at this late day, interposes his objections to the 
Senate proceeding to the election. He denies that 
the joint resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 were obli- 
gatory in their character, or were in accordance with 
the provision of the Constitution which secures to 
this and to the other House the right to choose 
their own officers. He denies that there is any 
necessity, or that there would be any expediency, 
in proceeding to the election at this time. I pur- 
pose to notice these objections. The S-nator, in 
the course of his remarks, observed that the Senate 
which would assemble here on the fourth of March 
weuld be competent to elect their own printer. 
And has that fact any thing to do with the ques- 
tion? Have I denied the competency or the abili- 
ty of that Senate? Have I witered one word 
in disparagement of that body? No, sir. And 
why the Senator has alluded to that fhatter 
Tam unable to comprehend. If the obligation 
rests upon this Senate, under the resolutions of 
1819 and 1829, to elect a Printer to execute the 
public prioting for the next Congress, we shoul! 
not hesitate to meet and to perform the obligation 
—if no such obligation is imposed upon us, the next 
Senate will have to perform that duty. The Sena- 
tor remarked that the mover (alluding te myself) of 
the resolution would not be a member of the next 
Senate, and that he could bave no particular inte- 
est in the question: whether an election of Printer 
were to take place now or then must be maiter of 
no moment to him. Sir, it is true that I shall not be 
a member of the next Senate; snd why the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut has taken occasion to allude 
to the fact, I cannot well understand. What 
earthly connection has it with the question pending 
before the Senate? If the Senator supposes that I 
have brought forward this resolution for the pur- 
pore of enabling me to gratify any feeling of re- 
sentment, he is utterly mistaken. He is little ac- 
quainted with me if he thinks thus. I could not 
be controlled by any considerations of that sort. 
No, sir. I have brought forward the resolution 
because I regarded it as the imperative duty of the 
Senate under the laws of Congress now to act upon 
the subject—to elect a Printer before the close of the 
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session to execute the pulfffc printing for the next 
Congress. 

This, and this alone, has induced me to offer the 
resolution before us. Those charged with the 
execution of the public printing-at this time and 
their predecessors have alike, since | have been in 
Congress, treated me with civility. I bear towards 
none ot them any ill will whatever. The Senator 
has alluded to the present state of popular senti- 
ment, and said that it would be an outrage upon that 
feeling to have a Printer for the Senate whose po- 
litical principles were not in accordance with those 
of the majority of the body. And hence he infers 
that no election should be made until the organiza- 
tion of the new Senate. My answer to thig is, that 
we are bound to execute the law, and that neither 
the Senator nor myself have at any time witnessed 
‘such an indication of popular sentiment as would 
go to nullify the provisions of existing statutes. 
True, the political character of this body willina 
short time be changed, and those now in the mino- 
rity will become the majori'y of the body. True 
it is that the recent election of the country has put 
out this, and will put in another Administration. 
But does it follow necessarily that hereafter the 
law is to be abrogated? Is that to be the policy of 
the coming-in Administration? Are the clear and 
positive enactments of Congress to be put at defi- 
ance? Is there hereafter to be a practical dis- 
regard of the injanctions of statutory law? The 
Senator is doing great injustice to the virtue 
and intelligence of the country to infer from the 
result of recent elections that any such feeling or 
sentiment has been made manifest. Far otherwise the 
people know the acts and enactments of theic pub- 
lic servants. They know their tenor, their force. 
They acknowledge their obligation, and submit to 
their direction. They would not, if they could, 
make the slightest movement to set at nought 
the authority of Congress. No, sir, there has 
been no such indication of public sentiment; 
so far from it, the predominant feeling ran- 
ning through this country is respect for, and 
submission to, public law and to public autho- 
rity. The Senator has said that he did not regard 
the resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 as obligatory 
upon him; and he gave notice that he would him- 
self, should the Senate now proceed to an elec- 
tion of printer under those resoluticns, en the orga- 
nization of the new Senate, move t» proceed to an 
election in total dissegard of the present proceed- 
ings. Sir, let it be done; and if done it will be 
done upon the responsibility of the Senator and 
his friends. Let it be done, and let the country 
know why and wherefore it was done. And, sir, 
I greatly misjudge if the Senator would not find an 
indication of popular feeling, as the effect of such 
a proceeding, entirely different from what he anti- 
cipates. No, sir, the Senator will not aid in that 
act, which, if done, cannot fail to call down upon 
i's authors popular indignation. I think the Sena- 
tor will take no part in any such proceeding. 

Mr. President: It may be well for us to look into 
the history of the legislation of Congress in relation 
to this matter. We cannot fail to receive much 
valuable information from such a retrospect. An- 
terior to 1819 there was no Public Printer elected 
by the two Houses of Congress. The printing was 
done by contracts, under the supervision of the Se- 
cretary of the Senate and of the Clerk of the House. 
These coniracts were almost universally, from the 
commencement of the Government to 1819, exe- 
cuted by persons who were the lowest bidders for 
the work. The persons employed were the mere 
agents of the Houses to execute the printing for 
Congress in accordance with their bids, and under 
the supervision of known officers of Congress. 
lt may be said, with trath, that anterior to 1819, 
the public printing was all matter of contract. 
There were, then, fur the first thirty years of our 
existence under oar Constitution, no such officers 
known to the Government as Public Printers. 
During that time the Senate had its Secretary, 
its Sergeant-at-Arms, its Doorkeeper; and the 
House had its Speaker, its Sergeant-at-Arms, and 
its Doorkeepet—officers known and acknowledged: 
but the idea of a Printer to execute the printing of 
Congress being an officer of Congress, was never en- 
tertained by any one previous to 1819, nor subse- 








quent to that period until 1833 or 1835,as far as I have 
been able to ascertain from our legislative history, 
No, sir—before 1819 they were, and subsequent to 
1819 they should be, regarded only as the agents of 
Congress, to execute, agreeably to the provisions of 
existing law, the public printing. It may be just as 
well said, that the printer employed to do the work 
for any branch of the Executive Department of 
our Government is thereby attached to and made 
an afficer of that branch, as to say that the person 
employed to execute the printing of the legislative 
branch of the Goverament is an officer of that 
branch. 

Bat, sir, what was the necessity for the joint reso- 
lution of 1819—and whence did it originate? On the 
fourth of December, 1818, Mr. Wilson, then a 
member of the Senate from t@® State of New Jer- 
sey, introduced into the Senate the following reso- 
lation: 

“Resolved, That a joint committee of the two Houses of 


. Congress be appointed to consider and report whether any, 


and if any, what further provisions by law are necessary to 
insure despatch, accuracy, and neatness in the printing done 
by order of the two Houses respectively; and they have leave 
to report by bill.” 


Tois resolution passed the Senate, and was, on 
the 8th of the same month, agreed to on the part of 
the House with an amendment. Previously Con- 
gress had experienced much embarrassment in 
procuring the printing to be executed. It was 
neither done with despatch, with neatness,nor with 
accuracy; and the history of the times shows that 
there was great complaint; and the action of the 
two Houses in 1819, upon the resolution, shows 
that they considered it necessary and proper to 
make a change in the mode thenin existence for 
procuring the public printing to be done. There 
was then no doubt expressed as to the power of 
Congress to regulate this whole matter. There was 
then no intimation that, by the adoption of some 
generalregulation touching this subject, Congress 
would be encroaching upon the rights of others. 
There was then no opinion avowed that one Con- 
gress could not prescribe the mode and manner of 
executing the public printing, which might be re- 
quired by future Congresses; that one Congress 
could not designate and appoint a printer to exe- 
cute the public printing, agreeably to the provisions 
of existing law, for the next succeeding Congress. 
These mighty discoveries have been made recenily, 
in more modern days. The committee on the part 
of the Senate to consider the resolution above re- 
ferred to, consisted of the mover, Mr. Wilson of 
New Jersey, Mr. Lacock of Pennsylvania, and 
Mr. Burriil of Rhode Island; and on the part otf 
the House, by Mr. Pitkin of Connecticut, Mr. 
Rogers ef Pennsylvania, and Mr. Litile of Mary- 
land. 

The character of that joint committee is a suffi- 
cient guarantee that they would not presume to report 
upon @ subject which was not clearly within their 
jurisdiction. The distinguished character of the 
chairman on the part of the House must be known 
to the Senator from Connecticut. And I would 
sooner distrust my own judgment, than for a mo- 
ment to believe that sach men as Pitkin and Bur- 
rill would recommend the adoption of a measure 
unwarranted by the Constitution. Sir, such an 
idea would have, at that time, b-en treated with 
ridicule. It would have been regarded as prepos- 
terous, that Congress could not, by law, prescribe 
the mode of executing the public printing to be 
done thereafter, and the prices to be paid therefor, 
and that they could not have appointed an agent to 
execute that work for the ensuing Congress. It 
does not seem, even at this day, to be questioned 
but that the Congress of 1819 had the power to 
prescribe the mode and manner for executing all 
the public printing, and for fixing the rate of com- 
pensation; for it is now said that, although all this 
was rightfully done, yet it was not in the power of 
that Congress to appoint an agent—a printer for 
executing the printing for the then next Congress; 
that the exercise of such a power was unauthorized 
by the Constitution, and in violation of the rights 
of the subsequent Congress. 

Let us look into this question, and see whether 
this be a fair and legitimate view of the subject. 
The joint committee of Congress, herein before 
named, submitted the following report: 

“That regarding the subject committed to them as connected 
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with the convenience of the members, the information of the 
community, the economy oftime and money, and the character 
of the couatry, they have given it all the consideration which 
their other engagements permitted. ; 

“Under all circumstances, the committee have deemed it their 

duty to recommend that a tariff of prices for every kind of print- 
ing required to be done for Congress, be fixed by a. joint resulu- 
tion of the two Houses, to continue in force for two years; and 
that before the close of the present session, each House make 
choice by ballot of a printer, toexecute its own work during the 
next Congress. The prices should be adequate to the employ- 
ment of sufficient capital and workmen to perform the work ex- 
peditiously’, and to ensure such care and attention as shall give it 
such a degree of accuracy and elegance as shall not dishor.or the 
literature and typography of the conntry. With former con- 
tracts betore us, and with the professional knowledge which 
may be called in aid, no difficulty would occur in forming the 
tariff alluded to on principles at once liberal to the printer and 
advantageous to Congress; and in the selection of its printer, 
each House would doubtless take especial care to choose a man 
of ¢apacity, probity, and resporsibility. {In addition to the bond 
and security to be required of them for the fanthful performance 
of their one, a provision might be added, that in case of 
any unreasonable delay, agother person might be employed to 
do the work at such a price as the Secretary or the Clerk might 
be able to get it done for, and that the Public Printer should, 
respectively, be responsible for any difference between the sum 
allowed them, and that which it might be necessary to give 
him.” 

Here, then, we have the report of this commit- 
tee; and there is no escape from it—there is no 
chance for cavil or for misrepresentation. ‘They 
distinctly recommend in their report that each 
House, before the close of the present session, 
(1819,) make choice by ballot of a Printer to ex- 
ecute its own work during the next Congress. 

They regard, in their report, most clearly, as they 

well might, the Pablic Printer as the mere mecha- 
nical instrument to execute the public printing for 
Congress agreeably to the mode which should be 
directed by law. In perfect accordance with the 
spirit and letter of the report, the joint resolution of 
March, 1819, was introduced, and, after debate, 
adopted—a resolution not merely of the Senate, but 
a resolution which was passed with all the forms 
and sanctions of law. It passed the Senate, it 
passed the House, and was approved by the Presi- 
dent; and anless it was in violation of the Consti- 
tution, it was as binding, as obligatory upon sub- 
sequent Congresses as any act upon the statute 
book. So long as it existed as the law of the land, 
so long was it to be respected and observed. And 
what was thisiesolution, which is now discovered 
to have been passed in disregard of the Constitu- 
tion, and in violation of the rights of the succeed- 
ing Congress? AsI have before said, the resolu- 
tion which was adopted March 3, 1819, contained 
provisions directing the mode and manner of exe- 
cuting the public printing, and fixed the compensa- 
tion to be paid therefor, and that part of the joint 
resolation is now considered as obligatory. I have 
omitted toextract all that part of the resolution, 
and have only subjoined what I regard as material 
to the question before the Senate. It declares: 

“That as soon as this resolution shall have been approved 
by the President of the United States, each House shall proceed 
to ballot for a Printer to execute its work during the next Con- 
gress; and the —_ having the greatest number of votes shall 
be considered ak elected, and shall give boxe, with sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, respectively, for the prompt, accu- 
rate, and neat execution of the work.” 

Nothing could be more distinctly stated—nothing 
could more clearly define the duty of a Congress 
about to terminate. It imposed upon it the obliga- 
tion to elect by ballot a Printer to execute printing 
for the next Congress. 

Ithas been questioned whether this resolution 
required that the Congress about to terminate 
should elect a Printer for the next Congress; but is 
there any room for a doubt? As soon “as the 
resolation shall have been approved by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, each House shall pro- 
ceed to ballot for a Printer for the next Congress.” 
What resolution was to be approved? Clearly, the 
resolution which the Congress then in session was 
competent to pass. That Congress was about to 
terminate. It had passed a resolution, with all the 
forms and sanctions of law, directing the mode and 
manner for executing the public printing, and for 
fixing the rate of compensation; and it required 
that as soon as the resolution shall be approved, 
each House shall proceed to the election of Printer 
to execute the public printing. It is idle to sup- 
pose that the then President of the United States 
could then approve of any resolution except it 
were passed by that Congress. The resolution 
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approved by the President on the third of March, 
1819, and in the evening of that same day the two 
Houses proceeded to the election of a Priater to 
execute the printing for the next Congress, accord. 
ing to the existing provisions of law. 

The report of the joint committee, and the joint 
resulution of Congress, alike express that the pur- 
pose was to correct an existing evil in the mode cf 
executing the public printing; and if there could 
possibly be any room for doubt as to the terms of 
the joint resolution itself, would it not be fair and 
even conclusive to refer to the action of Congress 
upon the adoption of that resolutio.? Many of 
those who were the active members of Congress in 
1819, at the time of the adoption of the joint reso- 
lution, were also members of the subsequent Con- 
gress, aiid must have perfectly well understood the 
whole object and character of the resolution; and 
if there could have been any conceivable objec- 
tion in a constitutional point of view, it would 
have been then urged. Bat so far from it, history 
gives evidence that from that time to the present 
theie has not been the slightest departure frow the 
letter of the joint resolution. It appears that on 
the 31 of March, 1819, both Houses of Congress, 
in pursuance of the joint resolution of the same 
date, proceeded to the election of Public Printer to 
execute the public printing agreeably to the 
provisions cf the said joint resolution. Gales 
and Seaton were elected; and on the third of 
March, 1821, in exact conformity to the 
joint resolution, each House proceeded to elect 
a Public Printer for the next Congress. 
Again Gales and Seaton were elected; and on 
February 7, 1823, in obedience to the joint resolu- 
tion of 1819, each House egain elected a Public 
Printer for the next Congress. Gales and Seaton 
were elected; and in 1825, each House, in obe- 
dionce to the joint resvlution of 1819, elected Gales 
and Seaton Public Printers for the succeeding Con- 
gress. From 1819 to the close of the 18th Con- 
gress (in 1825) there was not the least diversity of 
opinion as to the obligatory character of the joint 
resolution of 1819. Certain the fact is, that both 
Houses of Congress, up to that time, faithfully car- 
ried out, as far as they could, that resolution; 
and during the whole of that period, from 1819 to 
1825, I have not been able to find the expression 
of an opinion against the constitutional power 
of Congress to pass the joint resolution of 1819. 
But this is not all. From that period to this there 
has not been any departure in practice from the 
resolution of 1819. In 1827 the Senate elected 
Duff Green the Public Printer for the next 
Congress. And it so turns out, upon examina- 
tion, that in no instance since the adoption of the 
joint resolution of 1819, has the Senate of the 
United States doubted its obligatory character—in 
no instance have they disregarded i's provisions; and 
Shall it now be said that this resolution is not obli- 
gatory? Shall itnow be said that the Senate may 
or may notobscerve the directions of that resolution, 
according to its own will and pleasure? Has it 
not received a construction, by the invariable use 
of the Senate, which we are not at liberty to disre- 
gard? Isit not our bounden duty to go back to the 
period of its adoption, and trace the action of the 
Senate from thattime to the present, and judge 
whether, in its origin, as well as in its execution, 
any question has been raised as to its Linding and 
obligatory force? 


In 1829, Congress, by the same forms and sane- 
tions of law, passed a resolution amendatory of the 
resolution of 1819. But it should be borne in mind 
that it does not repeal any of the provisions of that 
resolution, save those which are inconsistent with 
the resolution of 1829; and what are they? 
Merely changing the result of the election from 
a plurality to a majority of votes; and also pro- 
viding that the election should be held within thirty 
days previous to the termination of every Congress. 
The mode and the manner of executing the public 
printing, and the prices paid therefor, are not at all 
affected by the amendatory resolution of 1829. 
They remain unchanged to this day; and by all 
parties have been, from that time to this, re- 
garded as obligatory. That is, if a Printer shall 
be elected to-day, in pursuance of the joint resolu- 
tion of 1829, he is to execute the public printipg 
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according to the mode, and for the same compensa- 
tion, prescribed by the resolution of 1819. Iw or- 
der that there may be a perfect understanding of 
this whole matter, Ihave subjoined an exact copy 
of the resolution of 1829. 1 have done this that 
the people may understand this subjec!, and be able . 
to judge whether the next Senate has the power to 
set at nought the act of the present Congress, and 
to nullify the law of the land. ‘The resolution is as 
follows: 


“Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembied, That, 
within thirty days before the adjournmeat of every Congress, 
each House shall proceed to vote for a Printer to execute its 
work for and during the succeeding Congress, and the person 
having the majority of all the votes given shall be considered 
duly elected; and that so much of the resolution, approved the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and nine- 
teen, entitled “A resolution directing the manner in which the 
printing of Congress shall be executed, fixing the prices thereof 
and providing for the appomtment of a Printer or Printer,” 
as is altered by this resolution, be, and the same is hereby, re- 
scinded.”’ 


Such has been the legislation of Congress, and I 
have stated that the uniform usage, the invaria- 
ble practice of the Senate has been-to carry out 
that legislation. Not only have those reselu- 
tions received the sanction of the Senate by their 
conforming to their requirements, but in 1835 the 
question was distinctly presented to the Senate. 
The subject was fully considered and fully debated. 
And, sir, what was the result? Every political 
friend of the Senator from Connecticut so voied as 
to give an obligatory and binding force to the reso- 
lutions of 1819 andof 1829. 1am aware that my 
own political friends at that time took a different 
view of the matter; but the result of that contro- 
versy was, as I have stated, that the vote of the 
majority of the Senate went to sanction the resolu- 
tions of 1819 and of 1829. And that majority was 
made up by gentlemen now members of this Se- 
naie, who are among the political associates and 
friends of the Senator from Connegicut; and the 
result of that controversy was to elect Gales and 
Seaton as Public Printers for the then next Con- 
gress. 

It is true, that after the 18th ballot, Mr. Waicut 
moved to postpone the further balloting to the 
next session of Congress, and he and his friends 
voted for the motion; but the friends of the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, being in the majority, voted 
against the motion. And Linfer from this fact, 
that a construction has been solemaly given to the 
joint resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 which we 
are notat liberty now to disregard. And, sir, we 
have not only the resolutions themselves, which 
every man who will read must admit are in terms 
imperative, but we have the invariable practice of 
the Senate, from 1819 to the present day, in strict 
conformity to the letter of those resolutions; and 
we have also the solemn, deliberate decision of the 
Senate in 1835, when the direct question was pre- 
sented, that the resolutions were obligatory, that 
the Senate could not disregard them, and the elec- 
tion took place accordingly; and the subsequent 
Congress acquiesced in that election, although at the 
commencement of the second session of that Congress 
the majority of the Senate was politically opposed to 
the Public Printers. Yet their election was never 
questioned—the party then in power acquiesced— 
they considered the question settled by the previous 
decision of the Senate, and they acquiesced, with- 
out a complaint, to the execution of the public 
priating, through the whole of that Congress, com- 
mencing in March, 1835, and ending in March, 
1837, by Gales and Seaton. And will the Sénator 
from Connecticut, after all this history, undertake 
to say that the joint resolutions of 1819 and of 
1829 are not to be regarded as obligatory? I should 
like, after what has taken piace, to see some of the 
frends of the Senator undertake to set aside any 
election which may now take place in obedience te 
the resolutions of 1819 and 1829. No, sir. It may 
be well to deal out this language of menace. 
It is one thing to say, and another thing to do. 
There exists too much jecord touching this matter 
to induce me to believe for a moment that the Se 
nator himself will be found among those who seek 
to nullify any proceeding of the Senate which may 
now take place. In my judgment, it will not be 
done. And why dol so my? Because the active 
and political friends of the Senator from 1819 to 


the presemt day have justly aud properly contended 
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that the resolutions of 1819 and of 1829 were con- 
stitutional and obligatory. 1 have shown what has 
hitherto been the action of th2 Senate; aud how has 
it been in the House? Has there been, at any 
time, any vole, any decision of the House, that the 
resolution of 1819 was not obligatory upon that 
body? No, sir; | challenge the Senator to bring 
forward any such record. It is true, that, since 
1835, the resolution has been prac'ically disregarded 
by the House; an: the Senator from Connecticut, 
if correctly anderstoed, contends that, inasmuch as 
the House of Representatives have not observed the 
resolutions of 1819 and of 1829, they are no longer 
binding upon the Senate. A strange argument indeed! 
Because the House of Representatives violate the 
law, itis a justification of the Senate to do the 
same. This may be good morality with the Senator, 
but it does not satisfy my mind. The only ques- 
tions are, whether the re:olutions be or be not ob- 
ligatory——whether they are or are not constitu- 
tional; not whether this or that man—this or that 
body of men+~have practically disregarded them. 
Mr. President, | hold that the resolutions are bind- 
ing, aud sure] am thatthe Senator so regarded 
them in 1833. We were tben both members of the 
House of Representatives; and on the 15th day of 
Febraary, 1833, after thirteen unsuccessful ballots 
for Public Printer, a motion was mace by Mr. 
Boon of Indiana to postpone further proceedings 
until the second day of March ensuing, within the 
period of the Congress. And the Senator voted 
against the motion. I voted for it. If the Senator 
had then believed, ashe now professes to believe, 
thatthe resolutions were uncons itutional, is it not 
singular that he should have then voted for an 
election in violation of that same Constitution? 
And the result of the fourteenth ballot se- 
cured the election of his friends, Gales and 
Seaton. In my judgment, Congress was then 
bound, as it is now bound, to elect a Printer to 
execute the public printing for the next Con- 
gress. On the 9th of February, 1835, Mr. McKin- 
ley, now one of the Judges of our Supreme Court, 
moved that “the House will, on Thursday next, 
proceed to the election of Printer for the House of 
Representatives of the next Congress, viva voce” 
I voted to carry into effect that resolution. Bat, 
mark it, Mr. President, it was ultimately defeated 
by the political friends of the Senator from Con- 
necticut; and this was the first interraption of the 
practice of the House under the joint resolutions of 
1819 and 1829, of electing a Printer for the sac- 
ceeding Congress. It so happened that the resola- 
tion was not again reached during that session. 
From that time the House of Representatives, I 
freely admit, have not, at the close of one Con- 
gress, elected a printer for the succeeding Congress. 
But, on examination, it will be found to be owing 
to the press of business, and not to any avowed 
doubt of the binding force of the resolutions of 
1819 and 1829. As evidence that I am correct in 
my view of the sentiment and feeling of the House, 
I subjoin the following extracts from a speech 
made in 1835, by Mr. Evans of Maine, a distin- 
guished member of the House, and svon to become 
a member of this body: 


“Mr. Evans moved the following amendment: Strike out 
viva voce, and insert, ‘under the anthority of the joint resolu- 
tion, approved March 3, 1819.’ 

“The amendment having been read, 

“Mr. Evaws said it seemed obvious to him that, if the resolu- 
tion propesed by the gentleman from Alabama ought to pass at 
all, it shotld pass in the shape Mr. E. proposed. If not, he 


would iaqnire of the honorable mover, by and under what au- 
thority the House could undertake to go into the election ef 
Printer at a'l for the next Congress?’ There was none except 
that derived from the resolution of 1819, as>mended by the joint 
resolution of the Sth of February, 1829, Now, the very intro- 
duetion of the resolution by the honorable member from Alaba- 


ma recognised the force of those resolutions. It was by virtue 
of those two joint resolutions alone that one Congress had the 
right to appoint a Printer for the succeeding one, and the 
phraseology proposed by Mr. E. was the ®nly phraseology that 
could consistently be used. He begged leave, also, to remind 
the House that such was the phraseology adopted ever since 
the former joint resolution was adopted. The motion had al- 
ways been made and agreed to, that onsuch a day the House 
would proceed to the election of Printer under the authority of 
the joint resolution of the 3d March, 1819; and to entitle the 
House to do so on the present occasion, the same phraseology 
must be made use of. 

“Gentlemen had said, on a former occasion, when this sub- 
ject came up incidentally for cougiderati n, that the résolution 
of 1819 was temporary m its nature, and limited to twe years. 
As an answer to that, he could only say that it was never con- 
sidered #0, neither by the then, nor by the suceeeding Con- 
gress, each of whom regarded it as binding upon themselves, 


and upon the succeeding Congress, Even so lately as 1529, 
the journals of the House show this, wherein it was stated that 
the House proceeded to the election of Printer in obedience to 
the joint resolution of 1819; and this was the phraseol for 
several years after the adoption of that resolution. Then if 
that is resolution be in force, and had not been repealed, we 
derived the only authority we had to choose a Printer for the 
next session from these two resolutions, 

“she next question that came up for considetation was, 
whether the Printer was an officer of the House, or not. Mr. 
E. would pot go into this at any length; but it was enough for 
the justification of his own vote to say that he did not consider 
the Printer an officer within the meaning of that clause in the 
Constitution giving each House the right to appoint its officers, 
any more than the person who supplied the House with sta- 
tionery, or fuel, or furniture. In Mr. E’s judgment, it stood up- 
on the same principle.” “He thought they would be incurring 
great hazard by repealing the joint resolution, or altering the 
yresent mode in any way at this late hour. At present he be- 
lieved the existing mode the best. At all events, he wag not as- 
sured that a better could be devised.” 


I tally concur in opinion with the honorable 
gentleman, from whose speech in 1835 I have 
made such liberal quotations; and it is a little re- 
markable that in the debate of the House of Repre- 
sentatives which has taken place upon the subject 
of the joint resolations of 1819 and of 1829, and in 
the debate which has taken place in the Senate 
heretofore upon this same question, nota political 
friend of the Senator from Connecticut has ever 
contended that the passage of those resolutions was 
unauthorized by the Constitution—that they were 
not obligatory in their character. No, sir, their 
doctrine, as avowed, as expressed, has been en- 
tirely a different doctrine. I have, Mr. President, 
nothing further to say with reference to the consti- 
tutionality, and with reference to the force and ob- 
ligation, of the joint resolutions of 1819 and of 
1829. They have been transcribed, and are incor- 
porated in my speech. The ac‘ion of both Houses 
under the reso'ution of 1819, up to 1829, has been 
uniform; and the action of the Senate bas been alike 
uniform up even to this day. I have placed this re- 
cord before the people, and I have shown the deli- 
berate decision of the Senate on this very question 
in 1835, and the acquiescence in that decision; and 
with all these facts I am willing to leave this mat- 
ter to our masters. And notwithstanding what the 
Senator says about the state of popular opinion, I 
greatly misjudge if he will not find, now and here- 
after, opinion and duty co-operating to sustain the 
law and the authority of our Government. 

The Senator says that there is no necessity, at 
this time, for the passage of the resolution which I 
have hed the honor to offer to the Senate, inasmuch 
as the new Senate wil] assemb'e here in a very few 
days; and that our Public Printer, now in office, 
will continue to the 4ih of March, at which time 
ihe new Senate will be in session. Suppose the 
fact to be as stated by the Senator, does it exone- 
rate us from the performance of our daty in obe- 
dience to the reso!ations of 1819 and of 1829? No, 
sir. Those resolutions being imperative, we are 
bound now to proceed to the election, whether there 
be, or be not, any absolate necessity to make the 
appeintment. But even if the law was not impe- 
rative, I should differ altogether with the Senator 
from Connecticut as to the necessity of making the 
election at this time. We have had experience 
upon this matter. At the commencement of the 
24:h Congress, there was an election of Printer for 
the House; and was he able to perform the ser- 
vice required? No, sir. Being unprepared for such 
an important, for such a responsiole, for such an 
expensive undertaking, he was at once obliged to 
give over the public printing to others. And sup- 
pose that, on the 4th of March next, the Senate 
should elect Mr. Ritchie, of Richmond, or some 
one not having been employed to execute the pub- 
lic printing, would they be prepared to enter at 
once upon the service? No, sir. It requires 
time, labor, and a great outlay, to be prepared 
to execute the werk, So said the joint com- 
mitte: in 1819; and to insure “despatch, accu- 
acy, and neatness,” in conducting the public 
punting, they recommended an election of one 
Congress for the service of another; and so 
has every succeeding one done. There would 
thea be, loeking merely to the necessity of the 
case, a fitness to select the Public Printer now to 
execute the printing for the next Congress. I trust 
it will be done; and all that the Senator has said 
upon the inexpedieney of pr 


tion, has already been answered. the law en- 


joins upon us the duty to make the election, it 


ing to the elec- - 


should be done. If there is no positive acd expli- 
cit law of requirement, then I say, necessi y, conve. 
nience, and economy, demand that we should now 
proceed to the election; and it should be done. In 
bringing forward the resolution, I did what I fej, 
to be my daty. I did it unsolicited and unadvised, 
[ have now submitted the considerations which in- 
duced me to offer the resolution, and I leave the 
matter to the Senate to dispose of according to their 
judgment and diseretion. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON replied that there was no 
difference between the Senator and himself as to 
the facts—indeed, there could be none, as the re- 
cord spoke the truth. The practice, he admitted, 
under the resolution of 1819, had been to appoint 
a Printer prior to the next Congress, in order that 
sufficient time might be given the person appointed 
to make all the necessary arrangements; but now 
no such necessity existed. The resolution was 
nothing more than a tacit understanding between 
the two bodies, one of which had since virtually 
annulled it, baving never acted under it since 
1833. Was it, therefore, to be considered binding 
on the Senate? In the few remarks made by hm 
the other day, he contended that the resolution was 
not compulsory; and he had then asked if it was 
necessary, expedient, or just, for an Administration 
going out of power to palm an obnoxious individual 
on a majority that was coming into power. He 
had shown that it was not necessary, because the 
present Printer would ~act until the 4th of March. 
Was it then expedient or jast to appoint a Printer, 
when the moral certainty was that the dominant 
party, acting under its constitutional right, would 
annul that appointment the next Congress? These 
were the grounds he had taken, and he certainly 
did not think them untenable. The Senator had 
referred to the journals of the House, with a view, 
as he supposed, to fix the charge of inconsistency 
upon him. Now he was not in the habit of referring 
to journals to loek for the votes of Senators; but 
since his vote on that occasion had been alladed to, 
be would beg leave to show from the record how 
the case stood. On the Lith February, 1833, a 
motion was made to go into the election of Printer, 
(the Senator and himself were then members of the 
other branch,) but no election was he'd. until the 
14th of that mooth, when ten ballots were had with- 
out a choice being effected. Onthe 15th a motion 
was again made to preceed to the election, when 
Mr. Hall of North Carolina (he believed it was) 
moved to postpone the election until the first Thars- 
day in the next session. Mr. Williams, of the 
same State, moved to lay that motion on the table, 
and Mr. Hall withdrew it. Mr. Boon then moved 
to postpone it until the 2d March; on which motion 
the yeas and nays were demanded, and it was de- 
cided in the negative, the Senator (Mr. Husgarp) 
voting for the postponement, and himself against 
it. The ground on whichI acted (said Mr. H.) 
was, that if the election were to take place, it was 
better to hold it at once than to postpene it until 
within one day of the close of the session. Now 
if the Senator then considered the joint resolution 
obligatory, why did he vote to postpone it? If 
there was any inconsistency, the Senator is certain- 
ly more justly chargeable with it than I am. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was not a little amused 
with the observations of the two Senators, each 
busy in endeavoring to show he had voted right on 
former occasions. The amount of the matter was, 
that they intended to elect their Printer if they 
could, and the other party, he presumed, would 
prevent it if itcould. It was a question of power 
altogether; and as they had the power then, they 
meant to exercise it, for it would not be very long 
that they should retain it. When in the ar- 
cendency, he made it a rule to take care of 
the interests of his political friends, and would vote 
for Blair and Rives, and elect them if he could. 
Whenever the power was lost, he submitted like a 
man with the best grace imagioable. 

Mr. HENDERSON was understood to say, in 
effect, thatif the election was not indi:pensable at 
this time to the ere tne Panelen’s gravis be 
improper to proceed with it. Nothing appeared to 
him more absurd than that the Senate was "bow od 
by the joint resolution of 1819, The right = 
inherent in both bodies to choose their offers ° 
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dependent of any resoluiion, and it was wrong to 
suppose that one body was to be bound by the 
proceedings of the other. 

Mr. MANGUM had hoped this matter would 
noi have been pressed. He reminded the Senate 
that en previous occasions, when these elections 
had been made, they wer not made by a majority 
of one political complex‘on for their successors of 
a different politica Jparty: nowever, if the resolu- 
tion had always been treated in good faith, he 
should not stand there to justify their violation; bat 
having been disregarded by one branch of Con- 


gress, he should consider them abrogated on this | 
Yet he did not siand there to impuga | 
the House for whatithad done; for his opinion | 


occasion. 


was, that the officers of the House should either 
represent the opinions of that body, or, at least, not 


co :flict with them. Suppose arule were adopied | 
to appoint the commitiees in advance—the commit- | 
tees, in his opinion, in every legislative body, | 


should represent the opinions of that body—and 
would then, their successors be bound to retain 
committees of their predecessors’ appointmen:? 
And so in respect to their Printer, who, it had been 
decided, was an oflicer of the House, and theretore 
they possessed the constitutional right to make or 
unmake, to retain or to remove. 
the resolution of 1819 was passed with the motive 
which had been mentioned—that the person ap- 
pointed might lay in printing materials and make 
preparation to discharge his duties; but now they 
were not likely to be subjected to any incon- 
venience of that sort; but if they were, he would 
rather submit to it than that this election should 


E ; 1} 
now take place, for he should consider it as an out- 


rage on the recent demonstrations of putlic sen'i- 
ment, and on the body so soon to come there. 
Viewing it in this light, he could onby say for one, 
in a spirit of candor, that if gentlemen pressed this 
motion, aad went into an eleciion, which, having 
the power, they could do, as soon as a body arrived 
there of a different opinion, and he were in the 
dominant party, he should not only feel it to be his 
Tight, but his duty, to seek to make achange. He 
made this declaration that there might be no out- 
lays for materials, for he should move a _ reveisal 
of the appointment, and ‘the election of such a 
one as might be in accordance with the deliberate 
will of the Senate hereafter to assemble, or, at all 
events, of one who would not be obnoxious to the 
whole of them. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had never known an in- 
stance of any party being in power that did not 
exercise that power for its own benefit; and it 
wasin vain to tell him now to pursue a different 
course. He thought there was no analogy be- 
tween the appointment of committees and of Pub- 
lic Printer—the latter contracied to do the work at 
a given price, for which he entered into bonds. 
The Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Mancum] 
had said he would conceive it a party outrage to 
select a Printer adverse to the Senator’s principles. 
Now it was well known that this had always been 
done. He might advert to the time when Gales 
and Seaton and also Duff Green were Priaters; and 
had not each of those Printers in turn been elected 
at the close of sessions when their party wou!d not 
be in power in the succeeding Congress, and had 
any thing been said or done in the premises?) The 
Senator now gives us notice that when he comes 
into power, he shall annul our choice; in other 
words, that he will expunge and craw black lines 
against our Printer. Sir, said Mr. S. I burdly 
_ think he will do that, as many of bis own party 

were so averse to that measure, particularly my 
friend from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp,] who has 
pledged himself for every year he remains in the 
body to bring forward his measure to expunge the 
great expunger. Toat Senator at least will not 
lend his aid to expunge, though our Prinier may be 
against his political creed. 

Mr. BAYARD said that if a person were ap- 
pointed who had indulzed in the most unmeasured 
detraction and abuse of the party soon to be the 
majority, however unpalatable his removal might 

he would perform it. But was the resolution of 
1819-obligatory on this body? In order to setile 
that question, it was to ascertain the re- 
lation in which the Printer stood to this body. He 
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He had no doubt || 








contended that the Prin'er was an officer of the Se- 
hale to multiply copies of their documents by bis 
types and presses, which must be done by clerks if 
the art of printing bad not been discovered. And 
next, what was the tenure of the oflice?—for that was 
as much aa cssence of the office as the duties to be 
performed. The coustitutional tenure of all offices 
was “at will and pleasure,” and no law of Con- 
gress could change the characier of the Conistitu- 
tion. Well, then, in the third place, was it wise in 
the present majority to exercise the mere yower 
they possessed to force on the Sonate for the next 
Congress an individual that was so highly ob- 
noxicusio them? Woes it expedient to dou? It cer- 
tainly was not; for the Senate might rely that they 
(the futuce majority) would never submit to what 
the p:esent majority had no right to impose on 
them. Would the Senate, then, exercise a power 
which must be nugatcry in its results, and force a 
spy intothe camp? If they did, he did not say 
they would hang him, but he assured the Senate 
they would get rid of him. 

Mr. LINN calied the attention of the Senate to 
the fact that this day was set apart for the resola- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky for the repeal of 
the Independent Treasury ac’, and he hoped it was 
not intended by this discussion to slide over that 
and the bankrupt bill, which was a measure of 
much greater imporiance He would also remind 
them that atihis stage of the session there were 
thirteen special orders of the utmost consequence, to 
be disposed of, beside a great amount of other busi- 
ness, and, therefore, he wished this question to be 
speedily disposed of. 

Mr. PRENTISS said his intention was to vote 
for the postponement. If the resolution of 1819 
were of force, he, for one, would carry it out, but 
he did not so regard it. Ele thought the Printer 
was an officer of the Senate withia the sense of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. DIXON deemed this too important a ques- 
tion on which to give a silent vote; and he therefore 
gave his reasons at length for opposing the appoint- 
ment of a Printer at the present session. He said 
there was no doubt that the printer for the Senate 
is exclusively an officer of the Senate. He is ap- 
pointed by the Senate; all his labors are prescribed 
and directed by them, and for them only. Besides, 
he holds his office at the wiil and pleasure of the 
Senate, for they can remove him when they please. 
If that does not constitute him an officer of the Se- 
nate, nothing can make any man an officer of the 
body. ‘The power to make the appointment is de- 
rived from the Constitution. It is conferred on the 
Senate alone. Itis nota power to be divided or 
exercised in conjunction with any other bra: ch of 
the Government, or to be compromitted by any con- 
ventional arrangements. The provision of the Con- 
stitution that the Senate shall choose their officers, 
weil comporis with that familiar principle recog- 
nised in conferring agency and delegating power. 
Goveraments appoint their officers, principals 
appoint their agenis, and masters appoint their ser- 
vants. But itis said the Senate have qualified this 
excinsive power, an, by joint legislation, have 
changed the mode of exercising it. That bya 
joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, 
adopted in 1819, it has heen provided that each 
House shall elect its printer for the next Con- 
gress; whereby it becomes the duty of the Senate 
to elect a printer at this time—not for the present, 
but-for the next Congress. It would seem strange 
that a joint resolution should be passed for the re- 
gulation of that which could only be the subject of 
individual control. But there were reasons then 
existing for that joint resolution, which afierwards 
ceased; which reasons probably prevented any 
thorough consideration of the constitutional ob- 
jections. The saving of expense of printing, as 
well as the better execution of the work, was con- 
templated by the joint arrangement; and ancther 
consideration was the want of any printing esta- 
blishment here atthat time, (in 1819,) with soffi- 
cient machinery and extent of means to perform 
the work required, without the allowance of 
long time to prepare for it. Bat the other House 
were doubiless disappointed in their anticipation 
of benefits from that joint resolution—for it is now 
said that since it has been disregarded in the other 








House, better and more economical arrangements 


have been made; and the House have not con- 
formed to the provisions of the joint resolution 
since 1835. Now why have they not conformed to 


it? One answer is, that the reasons which had given. 
tise to it had ceased; and hence the rule should 
cease. Butdoubiless the more salis'actory reason 
was, the resolution was deemed unconstitational; it 
was not binding, and of course required no formal 
legislation to repeal it. Therefore, from 1835, it 
has been set aside in that branch of the Legislature; 
which amounts, as far as they can affect it, toa 
complete abrogation of the resoluuon. There is 
no power now to enforce its execution, and of 
course it has become a dead letter. It is true, sir, 
thatthe Senaie continued to practise upon that 
joint resolution long after it was discoatioucd and 
violated in the other House. But when the Senate’s 
action was in conformity with it in 1835, the reso- 
jution had not thea been diacontinued in the House, 
There was, at that time, some reasons, therefore, 
why the Senate should adhere to i'; and they then 
appointed a printer for the next Congress. But is 
that any reason why they should do the same now, 
afier the resolution has been five years discontinued 
in the other Huase, not only from the consideration 
that it had ceased to be useful, but from the higher 
consideration that it was unconstitutional? 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he had not intend- 
ed to say a word upon this occasion; buat rent- 
ments and purposes so extraordinary bad been 
avowed by gentlemen on the other side, that he 
could no longer remain silent. Perhaps the most 
singular notion of all that had been utered fell 
from the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Dix- 
on,] who had just taken his seat. That gentleman 
maintains that the law which governs the eleciion 
of Public Printer, is virtually repealed; aod how? 
Why, simply by the non-user of one branch 
of Congress! Is not this extraordinary doc- 
trine indeed? Both Houses unite in passing a 
law, according to all the forms of the Constitution; 
even the approval of the Executive has been sought 
and obiained; and the gentleman sagely maintains 
the idea, that because one branch of Congress dis- 
regards it, or does not carry it out in practice for a 
few years, itis, in effect, repealed! Mr. C. said 
this was certainly an entirely nevel mode of 
repeal. He had always before supposed that it 
required the sime power, and the same forms, to 
repeal alaw, that it did to make it. Why, accord- 
ing to this doctrine, sir, we may soon be without 
law altogether. I: did seem to him to be most as- 
tonishing doctrine. 

Sir, said Mr. C. how stan¢s the matter? On 
the 3d of March, 1819, a joint resolution passed, 
“directing the manner in which the printing of 
Congress shall be executed, fixiog the prices there- 
of, and providing for the appoiniment of a printer 
or printers.” Tois resolution required the election 
of a printer or printers for the then ensuing Congress, 
before the adjournment. The election accordingly 
took place, and had been made biennially thereaf- 
ter, afew days before the close of every Congress, 
for the succeeding one, up to the Sth of February, 
1829, when another joint resoluton was approved 
by the Executive, amendatory to that of 1819. 
This last reso}ution is imperative, “hat, within 
thirty days before the adjournment of every Con- 
gress, cach House shall proceed to vole for a printer- 
to execute ils work for and during the succeeding Con, 
gress,’ &c. This is the ouly cheng? or qualifica- 
tion which has been made inthe law of 1819, 
since its enactment. Both resolutions were tegu- 
larly passed through each House of Congress, and 
were approved by the President—tecame, and now 
remain, the law of the land. Yet, sir, what do we 
now hear from gentlemen of the other side? 
Why, they not only protest against an election of a 
Printer to the Senate, pursuant to this law, but 
they admonish us of the consequences if we 
proceed to make one. Yes, sir, almost every gene 
tleman of the Opposition who has spoken upon the 
subject—amounting to some fomr or fivehas 
threatened us with the expulsion of whomsoeve, 
we may elect, so soen as they get into power 
Sach is ihe very commendable and modest course 
of the party which claims all the decency, and all 
the morality and learning, and boasts of its devc- 
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tion to the supremacy of the law. Notwithstand- 
ing the undeniable existence of the Jaw, and though 
we may elect a Printer in sirict accerdance with 
its provisions, they tell us they will tarn him 
out, whenever they get the power. Mr. C. said he 
had often heard the remark—proverb it might be 
called—of “feeling might, and forgetting right.” 
This was supposed to be the case with some who 
were in power; but the gentlemen on the other side 
go beyond this; they feel their might io anticipa- 
tion; they cannot wait till they get into power; they 
warn us that they will inflict the penalty of expal- 
sion against our Printer, if we go on tu execute the 
law of the land, in conformity with invariable cus- 
tom since its enactment. On the 3d of next 
month, twenty-two years will have elapsed since 
the passage of the law of 1819; and, during all 
that time, no matter what party has had the ma- 
jority, the Senate has uniformly elected its Printer, 
at the same period, for the succeeding Congress 

Mr. C. asked, on what ground is it that gentle- 
men have given us the n odest intimations with 
which we have been favored on this occasion? 
Why, they assumed that because the Constitution 
gives to each House the power to choose its own 
officers, they cannot unite in passing a law for the 
appointment of any person, in alvance, to perform 
merely mechanical duties—duties which presuppose 
the necessity of laying in materials, and making 
preparation for the performance of duties, betore 
their commencement. Mr. C. denied that the Print- 
er of either House was necessarily to be regarded 
as an officer,in the Constitutional sense of that 
term. The Constitution had reference to the pre- 
siding officers of the two Houses—the Secretary, 
Clerks, Deorkeepers, and such as were charged 
with the performance of duties immediately 
within the rooms we occupy. The most that 
could be said of the Printer was, Mr. C. ‘cen- 
tended, that he was a quasi officer, but no more 
our officer than the man who drives a car! in the 
transportation of our documents, books, and pa- 
pers. Upon any other view of the Constitution, he 
said, you might make every individual, who did 
any other mechanical duty, or rendered any other 
service beyond these walls to facilitate our busi- 
ness, an officer. If the law as it stood was objec- 
tionable, why did not those who so regarded it bring 
in @ proposition for its repeal or modification? Was 
it not strange, after the operation cf the existing 
law for twenty-two years, with the acquiescence of 
all parties, under the various changes which had 
taken place within that period, and without ever a 
motion to inguire into the expediency of its repeal 
or modification, that we should now hear it boldly 
declared by gentlemen that it must not be carried 
into execution; and that if it be executed, they will 
treat it as a nullity? Yes, (said Mr. C.) gentlemen 
plainly tell us that they will disregard the law, and 
trample it ander their feet, when it is not likely to 
be executed to their taste, and minister to their 
views. 

And on what ground did they object to its execu- 
tion? Why, simply because the person who, it was 
supposed, would be appointed, happened to be ob- 
noxious to certain honorable gentlemen. And 
would not the person, that the gentlemen on the 
opposite side would appoint, probably be equally 
obnoxious to a large minority? Gentlemen had 
alluded to the character of the paper which is pub- 
lished by the present Printers to the Senate, and 
were p'eased to denounce it for what they termed 
its Slander and abuse, which had been sent forth in 
its columns. Now, he cared not which of the politi- 
cal papers they took, published in this city on their 
side, he ventured to say, as much slander and 
abuse—ay, and as infamoas libels, to adopt the lan- 
guage used by one of the gentlemen—could be found 
in their columns, within the last six months, as bad 
ever been published to the world through those of 
any other paper. Even the paper which had been 
held up by the party to which the gentleman be- 
longed as the model of decency, had cc ntained, 
during the last summer and fall, some of the most 
nefarious falsehoo@s and libels which had ever dis- 
graced the columns of any party paper. He 
thought the doctrines advanced came with a bad 
grace from those who complained so much of the 
expunging operation, which had been alluded to in 
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the debate. It accerded very badly with their 
boasted deference and respect for law and order, 
when, in defiance of law, and the uniform practice 
under it for so many years, they declared their pre- 
determination to displace the person that might 
now be appointed—nolens volens—right or wrong— 
because, forsooth, he was politically obnoxious. 
Well, sir, if gentlemen think proper to pursue such 
a course, let them do it, when they possess the 
power they anticipate; for one, said Mr. C. no 
threat of such a character shall deier me from the 
performance of a duty imposed by the law of the 
land. 

Mr. MERRICK did not conceive himself bound 
by the joint resolution of 1819. The right of 
Congress to appoint its own officers was an iohe- 
rent rigit, and could not be restricted by any reso- 
jution whatever. In the present case the Senator 
from Arkansas had stated the principles on which 
he and his party were ac\ing—it was a question of 
party power, and the avowal had been frank and 
honorable on the part of that Senator. But as the 
Senator said he was determined to elect his Printer 
when he had the power, he (Mr. M ) hoped he 
would be excused for exercising the same privilege 
when the next came into power, and permit the 
Senate to select its own officers. 

Mr. MANGUM egain addressed the Senate, de- 
nying that the resolution of 1819 was considered in 
the light of a compulsory law, but as a mere tacit 
understanding of the two branches of the National 
Legislature. The Constituticn was exceedingly 
clear on this right of Cengress, and no resolution 
or law could so act as to deprive it of that right. 
Mr. M. alluded to a case on the Executive journal, 
where, owing, as it was thought, to the too frequent 
appointments by the Executive of persons from 
the old States to fill offices in the new, there had 
been a resolution passed by the Senate refusing to 
ratify in any case where therule was departed from. 
It was thought wrong in principle to make appoint- 
ments from old States when good material was to be 
found in the new, and he (Mr. M.) had always so 
considered it. No one would venture to say, how- 
ever, that the Executive righ! was restricted by the 
passage of the resolution. It was considered a mere 
indication of the public feeling. Gen. Jackson, who 
was then President, was unwilling to make appoint- 
ments while that resolution remained, and finally 
refused to do so until it was rescinded. The Pre- 
sident had the right on his side. The resolution 
was rescinded, (said Mr. M.) and I voted for it. 
In the present case, if the rule had been acquiesced 
in by both Houses, then there could be no cause 
for cavil; but the right of Congress to select its own 
officers cannot even be restricted, much less abro- 
gated. It was a question now of political power, 
and not having tasted any thing of the kind for 
some years, he felt disposed to exercise a little in 
this case. Without meaning to be personal, he 
affirmed that the appointment of certain indivi- 
duals to the office of Pablic Printer would be odious 
to the country, and highly offensive to the body. 
He would not be understood as being favorable to 
a general proscription; on the contrary, he avowed 
that where an officer in his ministerial capacity had 
not abused his office or his trust, nor prostituted his 
office to political purposes, had not improperly in- 
terfered in the elective franchise, and was honest 
and capable, he would set his face against his re- 
moval. He considered that a contrary course 
would be opening the door to the corrupt followers 
of all parties to demand their reward; that it would 
be dangerous to our institutions and subversive of 
public liberty. Gentlemen said they had the power 
now, and would exercise it. Where is the neces- 
sity of doing so, on the very eve of its departure 
from them, when there was a moral certainty that 
their appointment would be annulled on the next 
meeting of Congress? 

The question being about to be put— 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that he had heped 
this resolution would not have been pressed. He 
had hoped at this late hour of the session it would 
not have been attempted by an expiring Acmini- 
stration to force;the Senate into an election of Print- 
ers who were to act, not for those at present in 
power, but for the succeediug Administraiion. He 
protested against the doctrine -laid down by the 
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Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Sevier] that those in 
power were determined to use their power as long 
as they could, leaving it to their successors to do the 
same. Especially when it was known that the in. 
dividuals to be appointed were so utterly odious to 
those who were in a few days to succeed to the 
possession of the Government, that, if they were 
going to act like men and fearlessly discharge their 
duty, it was impossible they could allow such per- 
sons lo remain ia office for one single moment. [| 
will now say, exclaimed Mr. C. that so far asI 
kaoow the sentiments of my friends, there is not 
one of us who is not firmly and irrevocably de- 
termined, if the election is rescindable, to re- 
scind it. 

Mr. SEVIER expressed surprise at the remarks 
which had falien from the Senator from Kentucky, 
Was it not perfectly well known that a party go- 
ing owt of power, in making appointments to office 
never inquired whether the persens appointed would 
be agreeable or not to the party coming into power? 
In the House of Representatives, just before the 
political change which brought General Jackson 
into power, Gales and Seaton had been appoin'ed 
Public Printers, and when the dominant party came 
in, these gentlemen were suffered to remain in ef- 
fice for two years longer. 

[Mr. Benton. We submitted to it.] 

Were not nominations sent in by Mr. Adams to 
the very last hour of his term? The nomination of 
Mr. Burton of North Carolina, for the appointment 
of Governor of Arkansas, had been sent in by the 
Senator from Kentucky, who was at that time Se- 
cretary of State. Bat this, with all the other nomi- 
nations, was laid on the table by the opposite party, 
who then had a majority in the Senate. Was the 
measure now proposed such a new and unprece- 
dented thing that the Senator need be surprised at 
its being pressed‘at this time? At the close of the 
term of the elder Adams, had not nominations been 
made by him of judges at midnight on the third of 
March, and did not the Senate confirm the nomi- 
nations? Some of the judges so appointed were in 
office to thishour. Was there any thing strange that 
it was proposed by those going out of power to elect 
their Printer while they were able todo it? He 
was really amnsed to see two old and experienced 
Senators, like the gentleman from New Hampshire 
and the gentleman from Kentneky, cajoling and 
coquetting about a thing that every body could un- 
derstand. He was not for mincing matters in that 
way. What he had before stated were facts, 
which had since been avowed by every body bat 
the Senator from Kentucky, and he had adduced a 
case in point, where a nomination had come in, at 
the last hour, from the Senator himself. He did 
not complain of this. He had thought at the time 
the nomination te be a very good ene; and, so far 
as he was concerned, he would have been very 
willing to have the individual named as Governor 
of Arkansas, but that nomination, together with all 
others similarly made, had been laid on the table. 

The Senator had told them about the party com- 
ing into power turning out Mr. Blair, (he supposed 
he was the man to be chosen—Mr. 8. should vote 
for him,) if he should be appointed, the first mo- 
ment they had the power to de it. Well, and were 
they to be deterred by threats like these? Not at 
all. He expected they would turn him out; and 
not him only, but whomsoever else they pleased. 
He cared nothing for this; he spoke not on his own 
account; for happily he never had held any office 
other than that the people had given him, and 
therefore, he could speak with the greater freedom. 
If, indeed, there happened to be in any office of this 
Government a man who had never in his life 
displeased the Whigs, he supposed he might be left 
to stand as a solitary monument of Whig forbear- 
ance. But as for the other party, they expected to 
be turned out, from one end of the country to the 
other. And, for one, he should disown them if 
they whimpered under it; he was very sure he 
should not. So far from it, he would furnish the 
gentlemen with the names of all who held office in 
his district. They might turn them out, every man, 
and they would hear no complaint. You have got 
the power, (cried Mr. S.) and I expect you will use 
it. You have got some hungry friends there, who 
have been esgerly waiting these twelve years, and 





